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Sedum:  

a family of 

small plants 

with fleshy 

leaves, 

found on 

rock or bare 

ground. 

“….I tell you 

Peter; you are 

a rock, and 

on this rock 

foundation I 

will build my 

church…..” 
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A letter from our Minister 

 
Our deacon, Annette Sharp, has contributed  

this edition’s Minister’s letter. 
 

 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

As I was walking the dog on one of those sunny, crisp days which come 

as a welcome treat at this time of the year, there came to mind the phrase, 

‘God’s in His heaven – All’s right with the world.’ These are just two 

lines of a poem by Robert Browning entitled ‘Pippa’s Song’ but are the 

ones that many people are familiar with and frequently quote at times of 

particular contentment. 

 

Realistically, we know that all is not all right with the world and we could 

certainly make a substantial list of things that need to change before we 

could claim it is. We all have those conversations over a cup of tea or  

coffee that we describe as ‘putting the world to rights’. If only  

conversations could do that, but then again they just might. If enough of 

the right people, politicians, national leaders and such would get together 

over a hot beverage and talk about the real problems of the world whilst 

laying aside the need to score political points or play power games, who 

knows what could happen.   

 

So often, people I speak to feel overwhelmed by the problems of the 

world and are frozen into inaction and indecision, and yes, even feel guilty 

because they cannot see how they can ever make a difference to all these 

problems. They are called on daily to support various charities, to fill the 

endless plastic bags that are posted through our letter boxes,  indeed, my 

porch is filling up nicely, as there is only so much clothing and household  
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items that are ready to leave the premises. So many people respond 

generously yet still feel guilt over all those other causes they are  

unable to support.   

 

Perhaps our forebears had the advantage in not having such readily 

accessible global communications and not having the ‘News’ piped 

directly into their living rooms on a 24hr basis. Yes, from the  

hindsight of history we can see the problems and abuses of past  

generations but for many people their difficulties were local and 

personal, just as they are today. From this arose a sense of  

community, and from this some of the initiatives that have in fact 

had global impact. 

 

For Christians, there are no less pressures exerted by this  

problematic world than for others but we have cause to hope, to live 

with a sense of optimism for yes, God is in His heaven, and we have 

the assurance of His love for this world. We are called to be  

community, to share the Good News of His love with those we 

come into contact daily. This is no theoretical gospel that we have 

inherited, it is a call to a practical outworking of our faith. 

 

With God there is no cause for guilt for those things that are beyond 

our influence to change and everyone is able to offer prayer.  

However, there is an expectation that we should be faithful in doing  

those things that we are able to do. We should take great joy in these 

opportunities for who knows where they will lead or what God 

might do with them. We serve a faithful God, who is always full of 

surprises. 

 

 My prayer for our church communities is that we might find joy, 

fulfilment and optimism as we do what God sets before us. 

 

Annette    
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Bowburn 
 2nd  10.30am Mrs Elaine Goy 
 

 9th Lent 1 - Holy Communion 

 10.30am Rev Paul Golightly 
 

16th  Lent 2 

 10.30am Mr Andrew Sterling 
 

23rd Lent 3 

 10.30am Readers’ Service 
 

30th  Lent 4 - Mothering Sunday 

 10.30am Rev Shaun Swithenbank 

 

 

 

North Road 

 2nd  10.30am  Miss E. Greener  
 

 9th Lent 1  

 10.45am United Service at Elvet 

   Deacon Annette Sharp 
 

16th  Lent 2 - Holy Communion 

 10.30am Rev Shaun Swithenbamk 
 

23rd Lent 3 

 10.30am Readers’ Service 
 

30th  Lent 4 - Mothering Sunday 

 10.30am Prof Mark Wilson 

 
 

 
 

WORSHIP in march 
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Elvet 

 2nd  10.45am -  Holy Communion 

   Rev Shaun Swithenbank 

   6.00pm Rev Angela Long 
 

 9th Lent 1  

   8.30am -  Holy Communion 

   Rev Julie Lunn 

 10.45am -  United Service with North Road 

   Deacon Annette Sharp 

   6.00pm Mr John Scott 
 

16th  Lent 2 

 10.45am Rev Calvin Samuel 

   6.00pm -  Holy Communion 

   Rev Alison Wilkinson 
 

23rd Lent 3  

 10.15am Northern League Football  

   125th Anniversary Celebration Service 

   Rev Leo Osborn and Rev Shaun Swithenbank 

   6.00pm Readers’ Service 
 

30th  Lent 4 - Mothering Sunday - Parade 

 10.45am Rev Paul Golightly 

   6.00pm -  Taizé - Rev Shaun Swithenbank 

 

 

For WORSHIP in April and May, 

please consult the Plan. 
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Durham Christian Partnership 

www.durhamchristianpartnership.org.uk 
 

Durham Christian Partnership supports a variety of practical  

projects in the Durham City area.  Tina McLellan came to talk to 

Elvet’s Thursday Club about some of their projects and impressed 

me, as well as other listeners. 
 

1. StreetLights 

“Volunteering at its best” 

Durham StreetLights aims to show God’s love by offering practical 

and emotional support to people on the streets at night and in the 

early hours of the morning. 

StreetLights volunteers believe that people in need, particularly 

young people, deserve care and support.  The needs of these people 

may be the result of homelessness, drunkenness, drug abuse or any 

other issue which has caused personal distress or the potential for 

physical harm.  Volunteers help people whoever they are and  

whatever their situation.  

StreetLight seek to be a positive presence on the streets, available to 

offer support to vulnerable people, de-escalate potential trouble and 

generally assist the police. 
 

2. Durham Foodbank 

“One in four people in our region are living below the poverty line.” 

How a foodbank works 

1. Non-perishable food is donated  by the public. 

2. Volunteers sort and pack food into emergency boxes. 

3. Frontline care professionals such as doctors and social 

 workers give foodbank vouchers to people in crisis. 

4. Foodbank vouchers are exchanged for three days of food at 

 a foodbank. 

5. Foodbanks take time to listen to and signpost clients to  

 further support. 
 

(Joan Portrey has submitted a detailed update on the Durham 

Foodbank which can be found on pages 24-26.) 
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=============================================== 
Stir up, O Lord, 
the wills of your faithful people, 
that they, bringing forth the fruit of good works, 
may by You be richly rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
AMEN 
================================================ 

3. Cathedral Listeners 

“Present in the Cathedral most days” 

Trained volunteers provide a sympathetic ear, ready to listen to  

people’s concerns without judgement.  They have already helped 

hundreds of people by simply being there to listen.  Referrals to  

other agencies can also be made. 

4. Healing on the Streets 

“A gentle way to reach out to the lost and hurting on the streets of 

our city” 

Healing on the Streets enables us to connect with our community, 

powerfully expressing God’s love in the Market Place.  People are 

simply invited to sit on a chair so that the Healing on the Streets  

volunteers can pray for them, helping them to experience the  

presence and power of God. 

5.  Education and Training 

Durham Christian Partnership provides courses and organises events 

to inform about and educate on a range of topics for all the  

community.  Previous events have included mental health,  

addictions, bereavement and regular courses on effective listening.  

Speakers come from a variety of organisations, all with expertise to 

share, and frequently include in their number representatives of user 

groups with direct experience of the topic. 
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Wedding Dress 

and Christening Gown Exhibition 
May 1st - 5th at Elvet 

 

Share the joy of those married at Elvet 
down the ages.   

Marvel again at the delicacy of  

Christening gowns. 
 

Elvet Methodist Church is holding an exhibition of wedding and Christen-
ing outfits - every single one of which was worn at a service in our church.  
Men and women have loaned their precious garments so that a real  

history of special clothing will be on view. 
 

The event will be launched with a talk by Kevin Thornhill on the evening of 
May 1st, “A History of Wedding Dresses”.  Elderflower wine and iced fruit 
cake will add the right feeling to the occasion.  It will be necessary to book 
for the talk and preview of the exhibition. 
 

After that, the church will be open for visitors to enjoy the display over the 
Bank Holiday weekend from May 2nd - 5th. 
 

As well as the display, various activities are planned so that visitors of all 
ages will be catered for.  These include:- 
 

 ~  information on wedding traditions 

 ~  a children’s quiz 

 ~  recipe for a long and happy marriage - contributions from visitors 

 ~  a dressing-up box 

 ~  a craft table - make a “buttonhole” from tissue paper and other
     paper activities 

 ~  the opportunity to look at our “Hatalogue”, wedding hats and    
     fascinators for hire 
 

Refreshments will be available in the hall.  
 

See posters in Elvet church for further details e.g. timings for each day.  
 

Please contact Sue Harrison (jaspar28@hotmail.co.uk) if you have items 
you would be willing to loan for our exhibition. 
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SMARTEST PEOPLE IN THE WORLD 
Theology as explained by children. 

 
 

The first book of the Bible is Guinessis, in which Adam and Eve 

were created from an apple tree. 
 

Noah's wife was called Joan of Ark. 
 

Lot's wife was a pillar of salt by day and a ball of fire by night. 
 

Samson slew the Philistines with the axe of the Apostles. 
 
 

 

Unleavened bread is bread made without ingredients. 
 

Moses went to the top of Mount Cyanide to get the  

Ten Commandments. 
 

The seventh commandment is 'Thou shalt not admit adultery’. 
 

Solomon had 300 wives and 700 porcupines. 
 

Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption. 
 

The people who followed Jesus were called the twelve decibels. 
 

The Epistles were the wives of the Apostles. 
 

One of the opossums was St. Matthew. 
 

Paul preached holy acrimony, which is another name for marriage. 
 

A godly person should have only one wife. This is called  

monotony.  
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From Stuart Lawson 

 

Well having written my letter to Santa (well at least the previous  

newsletter) I was really pleased to see my requested item waiting on 

Christmas morning. 
 

The state of the art food processor has been put to good use, I have made 

cakes, pastry and even butter ! to go with the bread (not made in a bread 

maker as I was in a strop and took it out on some dough) 
 

The processor hasn't and will not be put in a cupboard as so many of my 

equipment is, such as the electric carving knives, juicer, mini deep fat  

frier, fondue kit and I go on. These are all very handy once a millennia but 

that is about it, where this will be used, used and used again. 
 

How often do we get gifts or worse the things that we buy ourselves under 

the title of that will be handy that go in the back of the kitchen cupboard 

only to come out when the cupboard needs cleaning,  
 

Worse still is the wardrobes with all the sale items in, the ones that look 

good in the shop but once on me look nothing like what they did on the 6 

foot 3 mannequin in the shop, I bought three to be honest, one will never 

be worn again as I was told I looked like Johnny Cash (Johnny Depp I 

wouldn't have minded) the other 2 both designer I have to add looked 

great, both the same size one fitted like a glove and I thought I looked 

good, well as good as an overweight short sighted, balding 40 something 

can look. The other one the same size and from the same shop by the same 

designer wouldn't meet in the middle !! I was gutted well to be honest it 

was the gut that was the problem !! 
 

I wouldn't understand how two shirts by the same maker in the same  

material (both cotton as I am a sensitive little soul well my skin is at least) 

could be so different "one size" well the same size "doesn't after all fit all" 
 

This is like the church one size one style doesn't fit all and in order 

to make a complete wardrobe or a complete church it needs to be an 

eclectic mix of sizes, colours. Are we that ? or do we have some 

shopping to do and we all enjoy a shopping trip to widen our  

wardrobe lets make it a shopping trip to widen our churches. 
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 EDITORIAL 
 

  
 
 
 

Dear Friends,  

 

Welcome to you all!  Thank you to so many “North Road people” 

for submitting articles for our joint newsletter.  Come on, Bowburn 

and Shincliffe! - Let’s hear from you, too!  People of Elvet,  

remember to keep me informed of your activities and interests. 

 

I have received three suggested names for our new newsletter,  

“The Messenger”, “The Link” and “Gateway” (referring to all the 

bridges between Elvet and North Road - Milburngate,  

Framwellgate, Walkergate, Owengate and to building bridges  

between the churches).  Church stewards are considering these  

options, but anyone can join in and state a preference or offer  

another idea for a name.  I expect that, by the next edition ((June-

August), we probably will have a new name.  If names matter to 

you, speak soon to a steward near you. 

 

I can’t wait to edit the next, exciting newsletter for Durham’s 

Methodist churches. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Jackie 
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QUIZ AT ELVET 
Elvet’s young people organised a quiz for the Durham and 
Deerness Valley Circuit on January 18th.  The teenagers 
wrote all the questions themselves and rounds ranged from 
morphed pictures to knowledge of Methodism.  Five teams 
took part and we all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. 
Unfortunately, your editor was not on the winning team - but it 
was a close thing! 
 
The young people must have learnt a great deal from the 
research they needed to undertake in preparing this quiz.  
Similarly, events do not run themselves and room booking, 
publicity and refreshments were also well organised. 
 
£118.25 was raised for Methodist President, Rev Ruth Gee’s 
chosen charity, MRDF, the Methodist Relief and Development 
Fund. 
 
=============================================== 

ELVET 
“A VERY WARM FEELING” 

 

Tim Cannam has passed on this message from one of our many 
visitors.  Thank you, Tim. 
 

Some of you may remember the Chinese lady, 

Lucy, who came to Elvet several times.  She has 

been back home for over a year now, but in her 

latest e-mail she writes: “I miss the church 

services and the tea afterwards … Your church 

has a very warm feeling indeed for me.  I learnt 

a lot from there about religion.”  
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cradle ROLL BIRTHDAYS  

 

March 23rd Harvey Junior Lee-Dowson   

   27th Ellis Charles Hall  

 

April 28th  Jacob Peter Fenwick  

 

May   21st Imogen May Herbert  

 

   
JUNIOR CHURCH BIRTHDAYS 

 

March   8th Callum Hall 

 
 

April 28th Owen Morris  

   and Hugh Morris   
 

May   4th Sophie Davenport  

 

  A Happy Birthday To You All 
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CRAFTWORKS AT NORTH ROAD 

 

Craftworks was born out of Mannas on 10 September 2006 and 
meets once a fortnight on a Tuesday from 10 am until 2 pm  
including lunchtime.  There were four ladies and two gentlemen 
present at the first meeting plus three ladies who had volunteered 
to make the lunches.  From that humble beginning Craftworks has 
flourished and grown year after year and we now have 33 crafters 
on our books, although the average attendance is about 26 each 
meeting. Most members are from outside North Road although a 
number do go to other churches in the area, and some don't attend 
any place of worship, but the atmosphere and the feeling of 
warmth and love within the group is wonderful - and, hopefully, all 
go away from Craftworks feeling happier and more blest for having 
been there. 
 

Our lunch consists of a salad and sandwich, plus dessert and a drink 
- total cost £4.00 - this is passed on to Mannas who buy in the food.  
Also the ladies themselves volunteered to pay £1 each per meeting 
to go towards running costs ie heating, lighting and equipment. We 
are very grateful to Brenda, Margaret and Marion for their hard 
work in producing these delicious meals, and to Evelyn, Diane and 
Edith who help clear away and wash up.  It would be hard work 
without them. 
 

We are a happy, friendly and lively group, we all care for each other 
and share our ideas and skills and news freely.  On the whole each 
member tends to work on their own project - we have those who 
knit,  do patchwork or quilting, or both, some are prolific card  
makers, some are embroiderers and cross stitchers; there are 
painters and jewellery makers - the list is endless.  While all this is 
going on there is also a great deal of chatter and laughter and it 
good to see the lonely ones among us enjoying the company. 



15 

 

 

 

 

 

Occasionally we have a guest who comes and teaches us new skills 
such as beadwork, Japanese work, stitching on cards, making bread 
paste flowers, decoupage, and one of our members has shown us 
how to make hand sewn Christmas decorations.  It is always good 
to try something new and to make new friends outside Craftworks. 
 

We have had a couple of outings in the past two years - one to 
Woodhorn Colliery in Northumberland to see an embroidery  
exhibition relating to the coal industry.  Unfortunately when we  
arrived the Colliery was closed so instead we had a very good day 
in Morpeth!!  In November last year we went to Kirkharle Craft 
Centre where there was a Christmas Food and Craft Fayre.  It was 
very wet on the way but the sun did come out after lunch;  
however, by then we were all in the food and craft marquees  
sampling the scrumptious foodstuffs on offer and admiring, and 
sometimes buying, the lovely craft wares on sale.   A good day was 
had by all and I expect we will be returning there later this year!  
 

We are now in our eighth year and as strong as ever. There have 
been sad times - for instance when, over the years, three of our 
members passed away and others have been ill,  but we never  
forget them and the contribution they made to the success of the 
group. 
 

I give thanks to God for His abiding love which is the cornerstone 
on which Craftworks is built. 
 
      Jean Fraser 
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Elvet 
Communion Collections 

 

 

Thank you, once again, for your generosity and support. 
 

The charities we will be supporting this quarter are: 
 

March - Life Association and Mission Arulanfam 
This registered charity works with approximately 250million Dalits in 

India, raising awareness of their plight and assisting with healthcare 

etc. Dalits have little access to facilities and basic human rights. They 

are among the poorest people on earth and vulnerable to HIV; many 

die of Aids; bonded labour and prostitution are common.  

Arulagam Care Centre provides care, treatment and education for 

those affected by HIV and Aids in the local Dalit villages.  

Life Association has been working with the Dalits in India, building and 

running schools, orphanages and working with street children and 

slum-dwellers of Mumbai. They also raise awareness of Dalit issues in 

the UK and seek change for the plight of the Dalits. 
 
 

April - Global Action UK (Ukraine Hope Centre) 
This charity provides a Christian Summer camp for 120 orphans in the 

Ukraine and essential resources for their project at the Ukraine Hope 

Centre. Staffed by volunteers from the UK and USA  the centre  

provides practical care for children abandoned and without emotional 

or financial support. 

Global Action (UK) are located at St Giles Church, Gilesgate Durham 

DH1 1QH. 

Website www.globalaction.org.uk 

Global Action never works alone. By connecting with local partners in 

each of the countries we work in, we can together better identify what 

needs to be done and how to do it, whilst training and equipping them 

to serve their communities far beyond what we could manage alone. 

 

http://www.lifeassociation.org.uk/
http://www.global-action.org.uk/home.htm
http://www.global-action.org.uk/testimonies.htm
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May - Christian Aid 
This is a Christian organisation that insists the world can and must be 

swiftly changed to one where everyone can live a full life, free from 

poverty.  It works globally to eradicate the causes of poverty, striving to 

achieve equality, dignity and freedom for all, regardless of faith or  

nationality.  Christian Aid is part of a wider movement for social justice 

and provides urgent, practical and effective assistance where need is 

great, tackling the effects of poverty as well as its root causes.  Its  

essential purpose is, to expose the scandal of poverty; to help in  

practical ways to root it out from the world; to challenge and change 

structures and systems that favour the rich and powerful over the poor 

and marginalised. 

(Please also see page 22.) 
——————————————————————————————— 

Good news all round 
 

Easter is a time where the world seems to revolve around  

chocolate in the shape of eggs of all sizes and in all kinds of  

wrappings.  

However, as a Christian community we know that there is much 

more to Easter than eggs. We are called to share the ‘Good News’ 

of the Easter story with the communities that we live in and this 

year we want to share that story further than ever.  

We are hoping to provide 100 Fairtrade ‘Real Easter Eggs’ to 

the Food Bank here in Durham. Part of the cost of these eggs goes 

to support development and education charities, whilst the  

chocolate they are made of is fairly traded, supporting the growers 

and their communities. The packaging of the eggs contains a  

booklet telling the real story of Easter. So as well as giving pleasure 

to the families and individuals that receive them, we will hopefully 

be spreading the wonderful message of this Christian celebration. 

One egg, so many benefits. We are asking you to sponsor an 

egg for the price of £3.99, or several if you wish.  

Look out for the displays that will be in church soon.  

http://www.christianaid.org/


18 

 

 

Neil Dixon 
 

Members of the congregation will have been shocked and saddened 

to learn of the death of the Reverend Neil Dixon on 21 January. 
 

Born at Nelson in Lancashire, Neil read Theology at Leeds  

University before training for the ministry at Richmond College, 

London (where he was a contemporary of Ralph Waller). He started 

his career at Wesley College, Bristol, followed by a succession of 

circuit appointments, mostly in the north of England. He was a 

much respected figure in the Connexion: he served on the  

committee that compiled Hymns and Psalms (1983), and he was a 

member of the Faith and Order Committee from 1983 to 2000. He 

was its Convener from 1983 to 1988. He was the person chiefly  

responsible for The Methodist Worship Book of 1999. He brought to 

that book his considerable knowledge of liturgical practice, his skill 

in writing, a deep devotion, and a commitment to the dignity of  

worship. The book is his enduring legacy to the Methodist Church, 

and his monument. 
 

He had a certain austerity of manner, and he was not an easy man to 

get to know. But beneath the severity there was a genial person with 

a fine sense of humour: many will remember his hilarious  

contributions to a social evening some three years after he first  

arrived at Elvet, and wishing that they had seen this side of him  

earlier. He enjoyed his pipe, and a sociable pint, and a pub quiz; he 

was a life-long member of the Labour Party (few of us knew that he 

canvassed for it before General Elections). 
 

He was a superb musician, a skilful organist and an even better  

pianist; he was a fine singer, and one of his intentions when he  

retired to Yorkshire was to join a good choir. He delighted in the use 

of music in worship: his conduct of Taizé services will be long  

remembered. It was an object-lesson in meticulous preparation and 

flawless execution (from the piano, anyway: he was sometimes  

disappointed by the rest of us). And, of course, he loved good 

hymns and their tunes: he was very knowledgeable about them,   
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especially those of Charles Wesley. His ability to choose exactly the  

right hymn was a notable feature of his services, and many of us felt 

enriched by having our attention directed to hymns that we had 

overlooked or neglected. 
 

There was a Service of Thanksgiving for Neil’s life at a packed 

Guiseley Methodist Church, attended by almost twenty members 

from Elvet, and two from North Road. It included hymns that he 

loved: ‘I’ll praise my maker while I’ve breath’, ‘Stupendous height 

of heavenly love’, and ‘Love divine, all loves excelling’; one by 

Watts and two by Wesley. It also contained a reading of a poem by 

Rudyard Kipling, ‘Eddi’s Service’. That poem was one that he did 

not know until a few years ago. It was introduced to Neil by two 

members of our congregation on a stormy night, when the weather 

was so bad that it kept all but a few people (four or five, I think) at 

home. It is the story of an old priest on a similar night many  

centuries ago (Kipling dates it ‘A.D. 687’), who preaches to the  

animals, an ox and a donkey, because no-one comes to his chapel.  

‘I must go on with the service/ For such as care to attend’, he says:  
 

And he told the ox of a manger 

    And a stall at Bethlehem, 

And he spoke to the ass of a rider 

   That rode to Jerusalem. 

Neil’s determination was exactly like the priest’s in the poem: while 

the wind and sleet were howling outside, he went on with the  

service in its entirety, without abbreviation and without haste. It was 

a very moving occasion, a statement of a dignified intent, a reminder 

of what Christian worship could be, come wind, come weather, 

come hardly anybody (‘Wicked weather for walking’, is Eddi’s  

explanation). 
 

It was typical of Neil to defy the elements as he did: ‘I must go on 

with the service/ For such as care to attend.’ Our sympathy goes out 

to Julie, and to his children and their families. May he rest in peace. 
 

JRW  
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WEDDINGS 
 

We have been pleased to celebrate, at Elvet, the marriage  of 
 

11 January David TURNER and Donna JONES 
 

FUNERALS 

Our loving sympathy is extended to the families of those whose  

funerals have been held recently 

at Elvet 

23 December Jean RAYMOND 

31 January  Kenny MIRLEY 

In Memoriam 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

News of old Friends from Maggie Best 

 

Bernhard Nausner  has opened a wonderful Viennese style coffee 

shop in Lanchester.  Bernhard grew up in Vienna and has recreated 

this little bit of his home town for our pleasure.  

 

Experience the pleasure of Austrian/ German style cakes, breads 

desserts and light breakfasts at: 
 

Kaffeehaus Amadeus  
  

at 1 Percy Terrace, Lanchester. DH7 0EU 



21 

 

 

ECO MATTERS at ELVET METHODIST CHURCH  

December 2013. 
 

In the weeks leading up to Christmas, 2013, the theme “CREATION 

CELEBRATES” ran through our church, which opened its doors on  

Saturday mornings in Advent.  
 

Somewhere in town were twelve wild animals - on their way to the Eco 

Service at Elvet on 29th December - stranded, lost in the shops. 

Children were asked to find them and report their whereabouts to Elvet.  

In the church itself, hidden in the beautifully decorated windows with the 

“Stations of the Crib”, were other animals to be discovered by young and 

old alike.  In the church hall was a display of art work - animal drawings 

by schoolchildren - which people could admire while having refreshments.  
 

The Mayor and Mayoress came to view what was on offer : they walked 

through the Christmas story, visited the “Christingle Prayer Table” - with 

floating fish - and flower candles and an “insect placemat” underneath – 

part of the animal trail (whose initial letters formed the word 

“CHRISTMAS”.)  Then they sat down to listen to the reading of animal 

stories connected with Christmas.  
 

The ECO CIRCUIT SERVICE on December 29th saw a hive of  

activities in the hall beforehand.  CAMEL BISCUITS were decorated, 

CRANES “origamied”, a frieze with a CAMEL-TRAIN was created and 

VARIOUS ANIMALS were made out of plasticine. There was also a 

QUIZ and an ANIMAL JIG-SAW. Unfortunately, there was no time to 

make an ELEPHANT out of the cardboard boxes.  Meanwhile the WILD 

ANIMALS from the shops had found their way to church and had pride  

of place in the worship area. 
 

Our local MP Mrs Roberta Blackman Woods came to the service, viewed 

the windows, and later praised the whole event on her blog.  
 

Bill Offler led us skilfully and meaningfully through the “CREATION 

CELEBRATES” service, stressing that ALL creation matters - and not 

only humans - but that humans have the responsibility of looking after it. 
 

It was a happy occasion, celebrating the beauty of flowers, trees and  

animals for us all to enjoy ! 
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Christian Aid Week 2014 

 

Helping people in poverty out of poverty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today around 870 million people are desperate for 

food. One in eight people will go to bed hungry  

tonight. This is a scandal. 

 

But IF we bite back at hunger this Christian Aid Week 

we can help communities find ways to not only survive 

but to thrive, with enough food to eat not just today 

but tomorrow. 

 

This year Christian Aid Week takes place between  

Sunday 11th May and Saturday 17th May inclusive  

and it is a time to celebrate transformation, and an 

opportunity to put ourselves in the frame of God’s 

kingdom. 

 

I am again co-ordinating Elvet’s part in the week and 

this year the churches in the Durham Christian Aid 

Network are organising a number of fund raising  

initiatives. In addition to the House to House  

Collection arrangements are in hand for a collection 

to be held at Durham Railway Station probably on 

Thursday 15th, Friday 16th and Saturday 17th May. For 

these efforts to be successful volunteers are needed. 

The Railway Station collection only requires a small 

amount of time. No one would be expected to be  

involved with the collection for a whole day, though 

if anyone was willing to do this then they would not 

be turned away! 
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Please give careful consideration to helping out  

during this year’s Christian Aid Week. If you are 

willing to donate some of your time as well as some of 

your money to help during Christian Aid Week then 

please see me at Elvet or contact me by ‘phone (0191-

386 8297/0771 345 0167) or e-mail 

(davidramsden7@hotmail.com) 

 

David Ramsden 

 

====================================================== 

DON’T FORGET TO COME ALONG TO ... 
 

THE 'BIG SING' 
 

THURDSAY 22ND MAY 2014 
AT 

ELVET METHODIST CHURCH 
COMMENCING AT 5.00PM 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following on from the success of last year's 'Big Sing', local schools will 

again be performing at Elvet to raise funds for Christian Aid.  

This year the proceeds will be donated to a Christian Aid project helping 

women in Afghanistan. Further information on this project can be found on 

the noticeboard in the church hall. 
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Tales from the River Bank - and Foodbank 
 
Have you ever returned from a trip away thinking “I haven’t a thing 
to eat in the house”? The Mole, in Kenneth Grahame’s “The Wind in 
the Willows”, has been enjoying the good life at the Water Rat’s 
River Bank home but, after a series of adventures, catches a whiff 
of his own long-abandoned home and invites his friend in. “Rat he 
moaned, “How about your supper….I’ve nothing to give you –  
nothing - not a crumb!” But the Rat instructs Mole to pull himself 
together and “They went and foraged accordingly, hunting through 
every cupboard and turning out every drawer. The result was not so 
very depressing after all, though of course it might have been bet-
ter; a tin of sardines – a box of captain’s biscuits, nearly full – and a 
German sausage encased in silver paper. “There’s a banquet for 
you!” observed the Rat, as he arranged the table. “I know some  
animals who would give their ears to be sitting down to supper with 
us tonight!”  
 

Most of us have something in the freezer or store cupboard, or can 
pop out to restock at the local shops. But what if you actually have 
nothing in the house and your benefits have been delayed? Or you 
need to choose between paying the gas bill and buying food for the 
children? Every day people in our area go hungry for reasons  
ranging from redundancy, to receiving an unexpected bill on a low 
income. Foodbanks provide a minimum of three days’ emergency 
food and support to people experiencing crisis in the UK.  They can 
help prevent crime, housing loss, family breakdown and mental 
health problems. A simple box of food makes a big difference. All 
food is donated by the public and sorted by volunteers. Frontline 
care professionals such as social workers, or citizens’ advice and 
the job centre, identify people in crisis and issue a food voucher.  

 

Clients receive three days of nutritionally balanced, non-perishable 
food in exchange for their voucher. Budget recipes using the  
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contents of the food packs are also now on offer. Foodbanks also 
make time to chat and to signpost clients to other helpful services. 
Durham foodbank was set up in November 2011 by the local charity 
Durham Christian Partnership, following a model created by the 
Trussell Trust nationally. DCP reports, that in the first year Durham 
foodbank fed 3,686 people. The second year total is in excess of 
10,600. The first distribution point opened is in the Caretaker’s  
Cottage at the rear of North Road Methodist Church, with the main 
foodstore located at Evangel Church, Chester-le-Street. There are 
now 16 distribution centres around the County so that services are 
brought closer to those who need them. 
 

Red foodbank vouchers can be exchanged at  centres in Brandon, 
Chester-le-Street, Consett, Crook, Cockfield, Dawdon, Durham,  
Evenwood, Newton Aycliffe, West Auckland, Spennymoor, Stanley, 
Willington, Trimdon Village and Trimdon Grange. 
  

Latest News - Votes of local residents at Area Action Partnership 
meetings mean the foodbank was awarded £4,100 from Spennymoor 
AAP and £3,930 from East Durham Rural Corridor AAP.  In both  
cases the funds will go towards setting up distribution points in the 
local communities. 
 

Thanks to the support of the many local people, churches, schools 
and businesses who regularly donate, foodbank has never run out - 
though it has come close!  Demand continues to rise and over 1,200 
people received food in October. December and January were  
extremely busy months as people struggled with the pressures of 
Christmas and rising energy bills.  
 

How to Donate (non-perishable, in date food) – in the blue wheelie 
bin in North Road Church foyer; at the Distribution Point at the Care-
taker’s Cottage during foodbank opening hours, Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday 1pm to 3.30pm; or at the Main Foodstore, Evangel 
Church, Durham Rd. Chester-le-Street, DH3 3JL, Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday 10am - 1pm. 
 

Most volunteers are from local churches and one of the bonuses is  
 

continued overleaf 
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continued from previous page 
 

getting to know, and working with, people from other places of  
worship. Some volunteers are former clients of Foodbank who want 
to “give something back”.   
 

Volunteers:  

 sort donated food ready for distribution 

 work in a foodbank distribution point, meet clients and give 

out food 

 help with logistics - driving to deliver and collect food from  

 distribution and collection points 

 help with  administration and support - answering telephone 

enquiries, entering data and providing back office support for 

the foodbank 

 help out at foodbank supermarket collections. 
 

If you would like to get involved, see the website 
www.durham.foodbank.org.uk for more information.  
 

Please pray for the foodbank as many new distribution points open 
around the County, pray for the volunteers and for Bev, foodbank 
project manager.  
 

 Joan Portrey 

=================================================== 

Concerts at North Road 
 

North Road is the home of great musical talent ranging from the piano to brass, 
from violin to voice, all under the directorship of Edgar and Marion Senior.   
Raising money for the church’s projects, the Saturday afternoon concerts are a 
showcase for up and coming talent and are well worth coming to.  
 

The dates for the concerts: 
 17th May 
 12th July 
 13th September 
 29th November 
 

There is also the possibility of a new musical written by North Road’s own Rose 
Reeve based on the life of the Little Count. 
 

See the North Road and Elvet notices for more details. 

http://www.durham.foodbank.org.uk
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THE WEEK IN BOWBURN 
Sundays  10.30 am Morning Worship 

     and Sunday Club 

Tuesdays    5.30 pm * Kid’s Club 

Wednesdays   2.00 pm Women’s Fellowship 

     (1st and 2nd in month only) 

    2 - 3 pm Prayer & Fellowship Meeting  

     last Weds of month. 

Thursdays   9.00 am * “Drop-in”  

     * term-time only 

 

THE WEEK AT ELVET 
 

Sun    8.30 a.m. Second Sunday, Holy Communion  

   10.45 a.m. Morning Service & Junior Church, including Crèche 

    6.00 p.m. Evening Worship   

    7.30 p.m. MethSoc (term-time) 
 

Mon    2.00 p.m. Prayer Meeting (2nd & 4th Mon) 

    5.30 p.m.  Rainbows (Girls 5-7 yrs.) at St.. Oswald’s 

    5.45 p.m. Brownies (Girls 7-10 yrs) at St. Oswald’s 

    6.00 p.m. Cubs (Open Group)  [Boys and Girls 8-10½ yrs.] 

    7.30 p.m.  Guides (Girls 10-14 yrs.) at St. Oswald’s 

    7.30 p.m. Explorers (Open Group)  [Mixed 14½-18 yrs.] 

    7.45 p.m. House Group at Newton Hall (alternate weeks) 

 Rainbows, Brownies and Guides contact number 372 1786 
 

Tue  10.15 a.m. Halliday Grove House Group (alternate weeks) 

    5.30 p.m. Beavers (Open Group)  [Boys and Girls 6-8] 

    7.10 p.m. Scouts (Open Group)  [Boys and Girls10½-14½] 
    

Wed   12 noon  Lunch Stop  ALL welcome (roughly equates with term-time) 

     2.00 p.m. Women's Fellowship (1st & 3rd weeks) 
 

Thurs  10.00 a.m. Arts & Crafts Workshop 

    7.30 p.m. Thursday Club for All (alternate weeks) 
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ELVET and BOWBURN METHODIST  CHURCHES 

Presbyter: 

 Rev Shaun Swithenbamk BSc 

Tel: 384 8755 

 

And 

 

Deacon: 

Annette Sharp 

Tel: 373 7446   
 
  
 

DON’T FORGET 

Copy for the June – August Newsletter  

should reach Jackie Fielding by  

April 27th 

via the pocket in the rear entrance hall at Elvet, 

by phone on Durham 384 7305  

or by e-mail at fielding@durhamcity.org.uk 
 

Alternatively, those at Shincliffe and Bowburn can contact 

Liz Atkinson on 01388 329437. 

Those at North Road can also contact Martin Wright. 


