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A letter from our Minister

Dear Friends,

Preparation for Christmas
If I remember correctly, the origins of the Advent calendar
come from German Lutherans who, around the beginning of
the nineteenth century, would count down the 24 days of Advent by drawing a chalk line on the door each day, beginning
on the 1st December. Some would light a new candle or
hang a religious picture on the wall each day.
I wonder what our own preparations for Christmas during this
Advent season of preparation will involve. Perhaps am Advent calendar or candle, or perhaps reading a daily reflection
or prayer. I only know that when Christmas comes we will
never really be fully ready unless we are prepared to set
aside time, amongst the busyness of things, to listen to the
singer as well as the song, to see the creator as well as the
creation all around us.
I wish you all a wonderful and blessed Advent and Christmas.

Shaun
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GUIDE OUR WAITING
(from “Hope was heard Singing” by Sally Foster-Fulton © 2013)
What do we long for, God?
So many things Love, life,
but also more money, more friends, more credit, more acclaim.
We do - it may not be politically correct to admit it
or be something we would ever want to say out loud especially within these confines but you know it and we know it.
(continued on page 9)

On October 23th, 2016
we lit a candle on the Elvet War Memorial.
The candle was lit in memory of Elvet member
Private Sidney Freer Dixon
of the 1st Btn. Royal Warwickshire Regiment
who lost his life at the Battle of the Somme
on the 23rd October 1916 aged 21 yrs.
Lest we forget
/
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WORSHIP IN DECEMBER
Bowburn
4th 10.30 a.m. Deacon Annette Sharp
11th 10.30 a.m. Mr Bill Offler
18th 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Andy Longe
25th 10.30 a.m. United Service at Elvet

Elvet
4th 10.45 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank
6.00 p.m. Prof Mark Wilson
11th 8.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Robert Fisher
10.45 a.m. Gift Service - All-Age Worship and Parade
Mrs Elaine Goy
6.00 p.m. Mr Stuart Lawson
18th

3.00 p.m. Carol Service - Rev Shaun Swithenbank

25th 10.30 a.m. United Service
All-Age Worship - Deacon Annette Sharp

Framwellgate Moor
4th 10.30 a.m. Mr John Scott
11th 10.30 a.m. Mrs Margaret Wadge
18th

5.30 p.m. Carol Service - Rev Shaun Swithenbank

25th 10.30 a.m. United Service at North Road
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WORSHIP IN DECEMBER
North Road
4th 10.30 a.m. Readers’ Service
11th 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank
18th

3.00 p.m. Carol Service - Deacon Annette Sharp

25th 10.30 a.m. United Service
All-Age Worship - Rev Shaun Swithenbank
~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Elvet
Christmas Eve 11.30 p.m. Midnight Communion
Christmas Day 10.30 a.m. All-Age Worship

North Road
Christmas Day 10.30 a.m. All-Age Worship
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Durham City Nativity
Thursday 8th December 2016
a full scale Nativity in the Market Place

See St Nic's website for further details and contact info :
http://www.stnics.org.uk/services/nativity-2016
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From Roger Walton and Rachel Lampard, President and
Vice-President of Conference
Every day Christians all around the world offer the prayer that Jesus
gave us; the prayer we call the Lord’s Prayer. Within it we pray for
the coming of God’s kingdom and in doing so we express our longing for Christ’s transforming grace to bring hope and joy, love and
peace, holiness and justice to all.

Thy Kingdom Come
a time of focused prayer from 25th May – 4th June 2017.
Praying is the most effective way to prepare for Thy Kingdom Come.

You are joining with thousands around the world, praying that our friends,
neighbours, colleagues and workmates will come to know Jesus Christ.
Jesus reminds us that “with people, this is impossible, but with
God, all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).
Over the coming months, you’ll be able to download a wide range of
resources from the Thy Kingdom Come website, which will include:

~ Resources to help run a 24/7 prayer room in a church, chaplaincy,
retreat house or school;

~ Guides to hosting other special events, such as Beacon Events
~ Blogs on topics including how to pray for others, how to get started in
prayer, encouraging others in prayer etc.

~ Downloadable inspirational videos
~ Booklets, ‘pray for five’ bands, posters and more to use during the ten
days of prayer
thykingdomcome@lambethpalace.org.uk
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Elvet Project 2016-17
3rd December a Christmas Shopping Trip to York.
Coach leaves Elvet at 9.30am
and arrives back around 6.30pm.
£15 per person.
Proceeds for HRV Cuthbert.
Please check the Elvet website
for details of other events to raise money
for this important local charity.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In 1969, Rev Michael Skinner, the minister at Old Elvet Methodist
Church, published a book called ‘House Groups: Declaring the
Faith’ . It was the beginning of the House Group movement.
Our housegroups are listed on the inside cover of this magazine.
I’ve highlighted them in this edition. Perhaps you would like to join
one. Our housegroups welcome all. You do not have to be a
Christian to attend. Housegroups are places/times when people
can discuss what matters to them in a supportive/caring
environment.
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GUIDE OUR WAITING (continued from page 3)
(from “Hope was heard Singing” by Sally Foster-Fulton © 2013)
Be with us, God.
In this time of waiting and watching, wrestle in us stretch our searching souls so that we see our wants more clearly.
Help us to untie the knots we get ourselves into by desiring what
cannot complete us.
Guide our longing souls back to you.
What do we long for, God?
So many things - a magic wand or a fairy godmother:
someone else to take over for a while;
we want to wake up and for everything to be magically better
somehow.
Voilà!
We do-— we know it’s not probable, we know it’s not possible but we wish it all the same.
God be with us.
In this time of waiting and watching, remind us of the things we
already know;
that we’re all in this together
and that that’s a pretty good place to be;
that prayers are empty unless we’re willing to do some work after
the Amen;
that beginnings and first steps are necessary and not naïve.
Your goodness surrounds us May we long for more sightings of that.
God who comes to us in a baby’s cry,
in a lover’s touch, in the voice of a friend,
sometimes in a desperate face,
enter our yearning spirit and,
in our waiting,
guide our longing.
AMEN
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"THE MAN ON THE HORSE" - 21st May 2016 at North Road.

Over recent years we have been greatly entertained by music dramas
devised by Rose Reeve. This proved to be her final offering - sadly,
she passed away shortly before the performance date. "The Man on
the Horse" contained all the elements we have come to expect in her
creations - a local theme based on the life of a prominent person,
ordinary people in the story as well as those attached to the
personality, local humour never far away and with music, lyrics,
script and plot all devised entirely by her. The title was a reference
to the Londonderry statue in the Market Place. The performance was
followed by some of Rose's choral compositions sung by Christian
groups that she had supported over the years. The attendance
reflected her wide influence and was a fitting tribute to her wideranging talents. She is greatly missed.
Colin Rutherford
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The former Vice-President of Conference for
2014-15, Gill Dascombe, spoke to the District
Synod in September.
“Methodism,” she said, “provides us with four
building blocks of faith, derived from the
writings of John Wesley. These are scripture,
reason, tradition and experience.”
Mrs Dascombe has suggested that our modern
age needs a new so-called quadrilateral,
scripture, science, culture and community.
What do readers think?
Some of you may be interested to know that
the Iona Community is running a session
on Wesley’s original quadrilateral called

“The Four Corners of Faith”
from 17th-23rd June, 2017.
It will be led by Shalome MacNeill Cooper,
who runs the Iona bookshop and who has
written a book on the inter-relationship of
scripture, reason, tradition and experience.
Take your opportunity to visit Iona next year
as the centres will be closed in 2018 whilst
the Abbey accommodation is refurbished.
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BAPTISMS

We have welcomed into the family of the Church (at Elvet)
28 August Charlie Thomas RICHARDSON
2 October Ava Victoria HOUSTON
23 October Thea Ann FLOOD
30 October Joshua ADDISON

WEDDINGS
Every good wish to this happy couple married
at our church in Elvet!

2 September Steph HEPPEL and Jo HARGREAVES
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Durham North Road Foodbank
Distribution Point Has Moved
to Fram Well House, Framwelgate Peth, Durham DH1 5SU
(Tel. 0191 303 7559), from Monday Oct 3rd.
New Opening Times for Durham Drop-In:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11.30 - 2.30pm
For 5 years the Durham Foodbank’s first distribution point operated
from the Caretaker’s Cottage at North Road Methodist Church.
There are now 27 other Foodbank Centres around the County,
including the one at Elvet Church, open Tuesdays 1.30 -3.00pm.
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Although North Road provided an ideal location, beside the bus
station, the number of people using the cottage had outgrown the
space, and the steep staircase made access difficult for food
deliveries and some clients. The last session at North Road was
held on Friday 30th September before an apparently seamless
transition, to re-open at Fram Well House on Monday October 3rd.
However, a huge amount of work went on behind the scenes by
Durham Christian Partnership staff and Foodbank volunteers. On
the first day, despite worries that people would not find the new
premises, 7 clients turned up with referral vouchers for food.
Travelling from County Hall on the A691 towards Millburngate,
Fram Well House is the first turn on the left after the railway bridge
(above Sidegate).
The new accommodation at the Durham Christian Partnership
offices is on the ground floor, making deliveries easier, and is very
bright and spacious, allowing it to be run as a drop-in centre, with
café-style tables similar to the model used in Brandon. There are
four computers with links to the Government Job Centre site, which
clients may use. Cheese toasties are now on offer as well as the
usual tea and coffee making facilities! There is a side room where
clients can talk in private with debt advisors or housing
professionals. The walk in food-store, with tables for packing the
food bags, certainly makes life easier for the volunteers.
If you are interested in volunteering in any way, or helping by
donating food or money, please see the website
www.durhamfoodbank.org.uk
Urgently needed food items are currently sugar, tinned fish, tinned
fruit, UHT milk, pasta sauce and tinned rice pudding. As always, we
would be grateful for plastic carrier bags for packing.
The blue foodbank bin for food donations remains in the church
foyer at North Road and items will be transferred to the new
premises on a regular basis. Please continue to give what you are
able.
Joan Portrey
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Join the Link
Dear Friends,
Thank you to those who have contributed to this edition of the
magazine. I’m sorry if readers find it a bit thin, but I will not be
able, during the editing process for this edition to chase, cajole and
coerce people into finding/making contributions. I have had to
meet my own October 30th deadline - no extensions for anyone or the edition will not be in churches at the end of November/
beginning of December. Sorry.
By the time you are all reading this, you will be preparing for
Christmas, no doubt. I hope you all have a happy and blessed
time celebrating and thanking God.
Yours in Christ

Jackie
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I’m not sure how clearly this notice from the Stables in Gibside
National Trust Property will read in print. It says:
Please take care as horses can bite and wash your hands after
meeting them.
The contributor comments, “Clever if they wash your hands, too.”
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cradle ROLL BIRTHDAYS
December
13th Joshua Davidson-Brown (Elvet)
23rd Oliver James Pharoah (Elvet)

January
7th April Dowson (Elvet)
15th Layla Cairns-Nagi (Elvet)
18th Cain Pallister (Elvet)

February
1st Ava Liddell (Elvet)
7th Rosie Guy (Elvet)
27th Jacob Bell (Elvet)

JUNIOR CHURCH BIRTHDAYS
December
28th Amelia Lesli Johnson (Elvet)

February
15th Zara Jane Johnson (Elvet)
Happy Birthday to you all!
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THE WEEK AT FRAMWELLGATE MOOR
Sundays

10.30 am

Morning Worship

Tuesdays

10.00 am

Prayer Meeting

Thursdays 10 - 11am

Dance Fusion

Framwellgate’s Church Hall is rented out during the week for exercise
classes.
Why not visit their website for details? - especially if you live in the area.
http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=236

THE WEEK IN BOWBURN
Sundays

10.30 am

Wednesdays

2 - 3 pm

Thursdays

Morning Worship

Prayer & Fellowship Meeting
last Weds of month.
9.00 am
* “Drop-in”
5.30 pm
* Brownies
(Contact: Karen Heron 07921377321)
7.15 pm
* Guides
(Contact Rosalind [Ros] Waites 0191 377 9995)
* term-time only

http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?
page_id=10

THE WEEK AT NORTH ROAD
Sun 10.30 am Morning Worship
Tues 10.00- 1.30 (fortnightly) Craftworks with Mannas light lunch
Thurs 9.30-11.30
* Messy Mornings
Fri 11.00- 1.30
Mannas - Food and Friendship every Friday
Sat
(second Saturday) Coffee Morning
9.00- 10.15
(third Saturday) Men’s Breakfast
* term-time only
http://www.northroadmethodist.org.uk/
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THE WEEK AT ELVET
Sun

8.30 a.m.
10.45 a.m.
2.00 p.m.
6.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

Second Sunday, Holy Communion
Morning Service & Junior Church, including Crèche
Worship in Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese)
Evening Worship
MethSoc (term-time)

Mon

2.00 p.m. Prayer Meeting (1st & 3rd Monday)
5.30 p.m. Rainbows (Girls 5-7 yrs.) at St.. Oswald’s
5.45 p.m. Brownies (Girls 7-10 yrs) at St. Oswald’s
6.00 p.m. Cubs (Open Group) [Boys and Girls 8-10½ yrs.]
7.30 p.m. Guides (Girls 10-14 yrs.) at St. Oswald’s
7.30 p.m. Explorers (Open Group) [Mixed 14½-18 yrs.]
7.45 p.m. House Group at Newton Hall (alternate weeks)
7.45 p.m. House Group at Shincliffe (alternate weeks)
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides contact number 372 1786

Tue

10.15 a.m. Halliday Grove House Group (alternate weeks)
5.30 p.m. Beavers (Open Group) [Boys and Girls 6-8]
7.10 p.m. Scouts (Open Group) [Boys and Girls10½-14½]

Wed

12 noon Lunch Stop ALL welcome (roughly equates with term-time)
2.00 p.m. Women's Fellowship (1st Wednesday)

Thurs 10.00 a.m. Arts & Crafts Workshop
7.30 p.m. Thursday Club for All (alternate weeks)
http://www.elvet-church.org.uk/
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ELVET, NORTH ROAD, FRAMWELLGATE MOOR and
BOWBURN METHODIST CHURCHES
Ministers
Rev Shaun Swithenbank B.Sc.
Tel: 340 9701
Rev Andy Longe
Tel: 384 1221
Deacon Annette Sharp
Tel: 373 7446

DON’T FORGET
Copy for the March– May Magazine
should reach Jackie Fielding by

29th January
via the pocket in the rear entrance hall at Elvet,
by phone on Durham 384 7305
or by e-mail at fielding@durhamcity.org.uk
Alternatively, those at Shincliffe and Bowburn can contact
Liz Atkinson on 01388 329437.
Those at North Road can contact Martin Wright.
Those at Framwellgate Moor can contact Eileen Maughan.
eileenmaughan@yahoo.co.uk

