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A letter from our Minister
Dear Friends
The ‘ministry of cake’ (or radical hospitality)
The one and only instruction that Jesus gave about how we should worship
was that we should eat together and remember him. When Jesus ate with his
friends, he would bless the food and then his friends and followers would be
blessed. We too can share in that blessing today.
Everything we have – our food, our clothes, each other, the whole world – is a
gift to us from God, so we thank him and praise him for his total generosity. He
asks us to love him – and to show our love for him by loving and looking after
the people around us.
Food, and sharing food with other people, features a lot in the stories about
Jesus and in the stories he told, and there’s a lot about them in the Old
Testament too. In Genesis 18 Abraham went out and offered hospitality to his
unexpected visitors. He didn’t wait to be asked. In doing so he was blessed
through the message they brought. When we invite people in we too gain
blessings.
During the feeding of the 5,000, the boy
offered his lunch and Jesus accepted it. He
didn’t turn his nose up at it, or laugh: he
accepted it. Sharing/hospitality isn’t only
about giving, it’s about receiving, from
everyone and especially the most unlikely
candidates. Hospitality is a two-way street.
Jesus took ordinary things - like bread, wine,
water and fish - and made them
extraordinarily special. Today we can offer
ordinary things like tea, coffee, biscuits, meals and cake. Yes, definitely cake!
It’s not all about giving or handing out charity. It’s also about accepting and
receiving from those we consider needy. We are all needy in some way.
Frank*, an alcoholic who attends church regularly, was made to feel welcome
and included when coffee and biscuits or cake were served after worship. But
he really came to feel he was part of the congregation the day they ate the
cake he baked for them in a biscuit tin. Hospitality is not about giving tea and
cake; it’s about sitting down with one another, sharing a pot of tea and eating
cake from the same plate.
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So there you have it - the ministry of
cake: giving and receiving, sharing and
accepting, blessing and being blessed.
Hospitality: simple yet profound;
ordinary yet extraordinary; maybe even
radical? And definitely sacred.
Jesus said that whenever we share
food, we should remember him. It is
very good then, that here in the
Durham and Deerness Valley Circuit
there is an opportunity to remember
Jesus every time we meet together, whether it be in our church buildings, at
home or in the local coffee shop or community centre. Food is shared in so
many places: people are fed meals, have tea and coffee, food parcels are given
out, and there is cake – often if not always. There are cooks and cake bakers,
there are volunteers and staff, customers and clients, those who receive the
food and those with whom they eat it. Just like the boy who brought the bread
and fish to Jesus, people give what they can, and hungry people are fed. Each
encounter is an opportunity for sharing our experience of God and learning
from others
All of us can uphold this work and ministry with prayers: each has a part to play
in the hospitality and welcome, and through our faithful prayer and actions we
can offer much blessing. We ask for things in prayer, but it is also important
that we open ourselves up to receiving whatever God gives us - and whoever
he chooses to bring us the gift. Above all God is generous: he gave us this
beautiful world and he gave us his son, Jesus. Jesus loved to give, too: nets full
of fish, more wine than people could drink, enough food for everyone, with
plenty to spare. As we pray and work together I encourage us to remember to
open our hands and hearts to receive from God, because he pours his grace
upon us like a never-ending stream and he uses the most unlikely people to do
it. I encourage you, as you pray, to pour yourself a cuppa and cut yourself a
slice of cake as a reminder of God’s abundant generosity and blessing, and be
blessed.
In your city streets will you be God's heart?
Will you listen to the voiceless?
Will you stop and eat, and when friendships start,
will you share your faith with the faithless?
© Jacqueline G Jones www.spiritualsongs.co.uk

Deacon Ruth Lackenby
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WORSHIP IN march
Bowburn
3rd
10th
17th

10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

Dr Alan Klottrup
Readers’ Service
Mr Andrew Sprigg

24th

10.30 a.m.

At Carrville

31st

10.30 a.m.

Mothering Sunday Revd Andy Longe

Elvet
3rd

10th

17th

24th
31st

10.45 a.m.

Holy Communion Revd John Squares
6.00 p.m.
Mr Stuart Lawson
8.30 a.m.
Holy Communion Revd Terry Hurst
10.45 a.m.
Mrs Jane Middleton
6.00 p.m. Mr Fraser Logue
10.45 a.m.
Dr Martin Clarke
6.00 p.m.
Holy Communion Revd Colin Jackson
10.45 a.m.
Mr Martyn Johnson
6.00 p.m.
Mr Bill Offler
Mothering Sunday
10.45 a.m.
All-Age Worship and Parade
Revd John Squares
6.00 p.m.
Revd Andy Longe
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WORSHIP IN march
Framwellgate Moor
3rd
10th

10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

Miss Elizabeth Greener
Holy Communion Revd Robert Fisher

17th

10.30 a.m.

At Sacriston

24th
31st

10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

Mr John Scott
Mothering Sunday Prof Mark Wilson

North Road
3rd

10.30 a.m.

At Elvet

10th
17th
24th
31st

10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

Revd Peter Phillips
Revd John Squares
Revd Joanne Thorns
Mothering Sunday Mr Stuart Lawson

For worship in April and May,
please consult the plan or your own church notices.
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Listen again!

Listen to Theology for Everyone sessions from 2017 and
2018 on CD or via digital download from Essential Christian
media at bit.do/tfe-recordings. Ideal for anyone interested
in accessible, lively, engaging talks on key topics such as:
laughter, mission, how to read the Bible, what is theology,
Trinity, Hebrews, salvation, and much more!

##########################
From a reader: “A chuckle for the mag”
I enjoy working out anagrams and often find truth in them being
opposites which may be “antigrams” (I think that’s the word).
How about this one:Will a member of the INTELLIGENTSIA become a SENILE LITIGANT ?
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Christian Aid Week 2019
Helping people in poverty out of poverty.
Today around 870 million people are desperate for
food. One in eight people will go to bed hungry
tonight. This is a scandal.
But IF we bite back at hunger this Christian Aid Week
we can help communities find ways to not only survive
but to thrive, with enough food to eat not just today
but tomorrow.
This year Christian Aid Week takes place between
Sunday 12th May and Saturday 18th May inclusive and
it is a time to celebrate transformation, and an
opportunity to put ourselves in the frame of God’s
kingdom.
This year the churches in the Durham Christian Aid
Network are organising a number of fund raising
initiatives. In addition to the House to House
Collection arrangements are in hand for a collection
to be held at Durham Railway Station probably on
Wednesday 15th, Thursday 16th and Friday 17th May. For
these efforts to be successful volunteers are needed.
The Railway Station collection only requires a small
amount of time. No one would be expected to be
involved with the collection for a whole day, though
if anyone was willing to do this then they would not
be turned away!
Please give careful consideration to helping out
during this year’s Christian Aid Week. If you are
willing to donate some of your time as well as some
of your money to help during Christian Aid Week the
people to contact are:
At Elvet
David Ramsden
‘phone 0191-386 8297/0771 345 0167
e-mail davidramsden7@hotmail.com
At North Road
Helen Wilson ‘phone 0191-384 1158
e-mail helenwilson12@googlemail.com
Hilary Smith ‘phone 0191 384 2858/0759 476 8966
e-mail hilary@uphill.myzen.co.uk
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THE WORK OF CHRISTIAN AID
Christian Aid works with people living in poverty in
some of the poorest communities around the world.
They work with some of the world's most vulnerable
communities in 37 countries in Africa, Asia, the
Middle East, and Latin America and the Caribbean.
When emergencies strike in these countries, they are
there before, during and after to save lives and
support people in the long term.
Christian Aid also work in other countries and
regions through the ACT Alliance and their other
partners, particularly around humanitarian
emergencies such as the refugee crisis.
Did you know...
• Christian Aid’s work in
Africa includes strengthening peace-building in
South Sudan, promoting resilient farming in Kenya
and challenging inequality in Sierra Leone.
• In Asia, their programmes include those which
promote women's rights in Afghanistan, help
rebuild lives after the Philippines typhoon, and
ensure people can access the services they need
in Bangladesh.
• In Latin America and the Caribbean, they help
promote gender justice in Brazil and peacebuilding in Colombia, and support marginalised
communities to earn a living in El Salvador.
• Their work in the Middle East and North Africa
includes defending people’s rights in Israel and
the occupied Palestinian territory, protecting
women at risk of violence in Iraq and providing
humanitarian assistance to refugees in Lebanon.
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Christian Aid works with local partners and
communities to fight injustice, respond to
humanitarian emergencies, campaign for change, and
help people claim the services and rights they are
entitled to.
They aim to end poverty and injustice worldwide. This
involves working in partnership with local
organisations, as well as with governments and the
private sector.
Their work includes helping people to:
• claim their rights and access services such as
healthcare and education
• ensure they are not discriminated against for
any reason
• become more resilient to shocks and disasters
such as drought, climate change and hurricanes
• make the most of opportunities, such as being
able to sell their produce for a fair price.
Christian Aid has programmes in 37 countries, working
with 475 local, national and international partners.
They also work through wider networks, including the
ACT Alliance - a coalition of 146 churches and faithbased organisations working together in more than 100
countries.
They work on topics as diverse as emergency response,
accountability, peace-building, health, land rights,
tax justice and helping communities adapt to climate
change.
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JOIN THE LINK
Dear Friends,
I wanted to write to you about prayer. We all seem to
understand prayer differently - but we all understand that
prayer is being in touch with God.
There are prayer groups throughout* - and beyond - our group
of churches. They seek to discern God’s will in our situations
here in Durham.
My personal belief is that God wants us to listen when we
pray. Yes, we can tell Him about the things that concern us,
but we know that the best way to discern His will for and in our
concerns is to listen.
How will God speak to us? Through things we observe?
Through the words of others? Through actions - observed or
undertaken by us?
I don’t know - - but I suggest that we should be ready for great
things.
Yours in Christ,

Jackie
* Please check pages 26 and 27 for details of local prayer
groups and meetings.
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An ABC of Life
(Author unknown)

Although things are not perfect
Because of trial or pain,
Continue in thanksgiving
Do not begin to blame.
Even when the times are hard
Fierce winds are bound to blow,
God is forever able.
Hold on to what you know.
Imagine life without His love.
Joy would cease to be.
Keep thanking Him for all the things
Love imparts to thee.
Move out of "Camp Complaining"
No weapon that is known
On earth can yield the power
Praise can do alone.
Quit looking at the future
Redeem the time at hand,
Start every day with worship
To "thank" is a command.
Until we see Him coming
Victorious in the sky,
We'll run the race with gratitude
Xalting God most high.
Yes, there'll be good times and yes
some will be bad, but...
Zion waits in glory...
where none are ever sad!
Used by St Paul’s Methodist Church, Murton
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We have welcomed into the Church
BY BAPTISM

14th October George Henry DAWSON
(Framwellgate Moor)
25th November Charlotte Rose BISSELL
and Aidan James KERR FLOOD (Elvet)
FUNERALS

Our condolences to the families and friends of those
whose funerals have taken place
27th December Brenda RACE (Elvet)
7th February Donald RICHARDSON (Elvet)
=======================

LENT
Lent is a time of preparation. How will you prepare for the
joy of Easter?
The traditional way is to “give something up” and some
people combine this with giving the money saved to a charity.
Others like to use “Count your blessings” calendars to mark
off the 40 days of Lent with a small donation on each day.
Many charities offer these calendars. Some people like to
deepen their faith by following a course of study, either alone
or with a group. Such courses are readily available from the
various denominations. Other people still resolve to do
something, something over and above what they would
normally do - to pray more or to visit someone, to volunteer at
a charity or to bake cakes.
Lent begins on March 6th.
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Kindly Spring Again is Here
Kindly spring again is here,
Trees and fields in bloom appear;
Hark! The birds with artless lays
Warble their Creator’s praise.
Where is winter all was snow,
Now the flowers in clusters grow;
And the corn, in green array,
Promises a harvest day.

Lord, afford a spring to me,
Let me feel like what I see;
Speak, and by Thy gracious voice,
Make my drooping soul rejoice.
On Thy garden deign to smile,
Raise the plants, enrich the soil;
Soon Thy presence will restore
Life to what seemed dead before.
John Newton (1725-1807)
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The African Palms Project
Have you ever wondered where the Palm Sunday crosses come from?
No, me neither! But when we received this year’s delivery, the following
information came with it.

Revd Alan John Talbot

Revd Alan John Talbot
(27.01.1923 – 30.08.2018)
The Revd Alan Talbot died peacefully at home at the age of 95 years.
He devoted his whole life to the church universal.
In 1963 he went to Southern Tanzania to work with Bishop Trevor
Huddleston. It was here, in the remote area of the Masasi diocese
where Revd Talbot worked, that the Palm Cross project was born.
In 1967 he was visited by two English botanists who identified and
confirmed that the bushes of reeds that grew wild around the
village were the dwarf palm Hyphaena coriacia.
Revd Talbot had the idea that the villagers could make some extra
money for essentials such as salt by plaiting palm leaves. His aim
was to give really poor villagers the means to earn some extra money to
supplement their meagre income. This wouldn’t interfere with their
work as farmers and gave them dignity in earning their own
money.
Revd Talbot sent the palm crosses to friends in the UK with the
aim that they should try and sell them. They proved popular, so
he sent more back.
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When he returned to the UK in 1969, he continued the project,
which grew. He was delighted when all denominations started to
use the crosses, uniting so many Christians on Palm Sunday.
Palm Crosses are now sold everywhere, from the UK to Hong
Kong and 3 million crosses are sold worldwide each year.
The African Palms Project

Over the years, the number of palm crosses sold has increased and in
1986 African Palms Ltd. was formed. It is a company owned by the
African Palms Association, a charitable trust which was formed at the
same time. Any profit made by the company is transferred to the trust
and used for health and education projects in the Masasi area.
At present, the trust is working on a project to make clean water supplies
available in all eight of the villages where the palm crosses are made.
This is an exciting project! On a recent visit, villagers who make the
palm crosses, without exception, told how this would make a huge
difference to their lives.
Past projects have included other water projects, hostels and
safehouses, work on clinics (dispensaries), books and desks for schools,
and working to improve special needs schools.
The important thing about the project is that they are helping
themselves and not relying on charity.

PALM SUNDAY this year is APRIL 14th
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What difference does it make to believe in the
resurrection?
A response from Dr Geoffrey Turner, formerly Head of Theology at Trinity and
All Saints College, University of Leeds (now Leeds Trinity University)

Belief in a resurrection was a peculiarly Jewish belief in the ancient
world and was rejected by all ‘sensible’ pagans, as it is by many of
our contemporaries. Jews believed in a general resurrection and
judgement at the end, but the Christians were the only ones to claim
that it had already happened to one man, Jesus, ‘the first fruits of
those who have fallen asleep’. The basis of belief in the resurrection
of Jesus was, and is, the finding of the empty tomb (as in the
Gospels) and the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus. The
implications are considerable. If it is true that Jesus has been raised
from the dead, it confirms the promise of a general resurrection and
eternal life with God. It confirms everything that Jesus stood for in
his life. It forces us to re-orient our lives and changes our
relationship with the rest of the world. It establishes the Church’s
preaching and mission. Without the resurrection, everything else is
wishful thinking.
© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-2019.
Reproduced with permission. www.rootsontheweb.com

OUR EASTER SERVICES
Maundy Thursday 18th ELVET 7.30pm
Good Friday 19th NORTH ROAD 10.30am

Easter Day will be celebrated at all our churches.
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Cradle Roll Birthdays
February 11th

George Dawson (Framwellgate Moor)

March

2nd
20th

Alice Newton (Elvet)
Thea Flood (Elvet)

April

25th

Halle Guy (Elvet)

May

7th
22nd

Charlotte Bissell (Elvet)
Johannes Wilman (Elvet)

JUNIOR CHURCH BIRTHDAYS
March
April

8th
28th
22nd

Callum Hall (Elvet)
Anya Babovic (Elvet)
Meredith Wilman (Elvet)

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Credit: Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA/NASA/ESA)

There is a pool of light to which I bring my restless thoughts, that
they may be stilled in its peace.
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The Story of the Candles
Four candles slowly burned.
The ambience was so soft, one could almost hear them talking.
The first candle said: “I am Peace. The world is full of anger
and fighting. Nobody can keep me lit.” Then the flame of
Peace went out completely.
The second candle said: “I am Faith. I am no longer
indispensible. It doesn’t make sense that I stay lit another
moment.” Just then a breeze softly blew out Faith’s flame.
Sadly, the third candle began to speak. “I am Love. People
don’t understand my importance so they simply put me aside.
They even forget to love those who are nearest to them.” And,
waiting no longer, Love’s flame went out.
Suddenly … a child entered the room and saw the three unlit
candles. “Why aren’t you burning? You’re supposed to stay lit
until the end.” Saying this, the child began to cry.
Then the fourth candle answered. “Don’t be afraid. I am
Hope. While I am still burning we can relight the other
candles.”
With shining eyes, the child took the candle of Hope and lit the
other candles.
The greatest of these is Love …
… but the flame of Hope should never go out in your life. With
Hope each of us can live with Peace, Faith and Love.

PRAYER:
Dear God. You are my light and salvation. You are my Hope.
Please come into my heart, forgive all my wrongs and give me
Your wonderful gift of eternal Life. Help me to be an
instrument of Your Love and cause Your light to shine on
others through me. AMEN.
PLEASE SHARE THIS MESSAGE WITH OTHERS.
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A message from the
Darlington District Administrator’s Office

dmd13office@gmail.com
Following a number of 'phishing attacks' across the
Connexion, you are advised to take extra care when
clicking on links and downloading attachments in emails.
Even if these emails come from an address you
recognise and appear legitimate, please exercise
caution to prevent the theft of data and the spread of
computer viruses.

A message from Durham Cyber Safety
At Durham Cyber Safety we want to make sure that
people are aware of how to stay safe online. This
includes being clued up on the latest Phishing emails
that are going around. We have had a lot of examples
sent in over the last month from members of the public
who have received these, and some are included here.
REMEMBER:• Do not open an email from an unknown source - if
you do not recognise the sender, delete it or send it
to your spam folder.
• Never reply to these emails.
• Do not open any links or attachments in these
emails - these could contain malware or direct you
to fake sites.
• Remember, if it sounds too good to be true, it most
likely is!
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• If the email is from a bank or legitimate company
and you are suspicious, contact that bank or
organisation directly - they will be able to tell you if
it’s a legitimate email.
• If you think that you have acted on a suspicious
email, contact Action Fraud. They will be able to
look into the origins of the email and advise if it is
fraudulent.
To report online fraud please visit action Fraud
at https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
or contact 0300 123 2040.
The following attachments/pictures are examples of the
attempted fraud.
amazon input social media.jpg – 51.1 KB
Capture JC.PNG – 59.9 KB
capture JC 2.JPG – 82.4 KB
Paypal social media.jpg – 41.9 KB
Tax example 1.jpg – 46.8 KB

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Durham Winter Night Shelter
Some of our churches were involved, along with churches of
other denominations, in the Durham Winter Night Shelter.
Homeless people were offered overnight accommodation if
the temperature dropped below 1˚C. Night after night, more
than a dozen people were able to avail themselves of this
kindness.
But the really good news is that several of these homeless
people have been persuaded to accept support and “proper”
accommodation. We hope that their lives will now take a
turn for the better.
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UNCONDITIONAL LOVE
Mark 1: v11
And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’
(NRSV)
“With you I am well pleased.”
That’s unconditional love, isn’t it? And God’s
unconditional love is a promise we can claim for
ourselves – yes, just ordinary you and me.
Think about it. The verse is from Mark’s story of Jesus’
Baptism, found in the first chapter of his gospel. Jesus
has not yet done anything out of the ordinary - no
miracles, no teaching, nothing. So far, He has just
lived the life of an ordinary carpenter.
And yet, God is pleased with Him.
Your worth as a human being is not based on your
achievements. God loves you – now go out and
achieve something!
And don’t forget to make sure that others know that
God loves them, too.
Do it today! Achieve “something beautiful for God” as
Mother Theresa used to say.
‘Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but
in truth and action.’
1 John 3: v 18
(NRSV)
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Fairtrade Fortnight
25th February – 10th March, 2019
Trade is based on imbalances. You have it. I don’t. I’ll buy it.
Fairtrade is when the money paid for products is enough to provide
life’s essentials: nutritious food, education, healthcare and
community improvements. Many brands and supermarkets offer
Fairtrade options and many cafés only stock Fairtrade drinks.
In our country, Fairtrade started in 1979 with the launch of
Traidcraft. The company is based in Gateshead and its most
important approach to Fairtrade is that it pays producers in full and
upfront (as well as fairly) before the products are sold to us - a most
unusual trading practice. Like other similar groups operating in the
UK, Traidcraft is a member of the Fairtrade Foundation, the group
which operates the Fairtrade Mark.

The Fairtrade Mark came into use as a means of certification in the
late 1980s, as supermarkets and well-known brands began to stock
their own fairly traded produce. Fairtrade isn’t just food and drink clothes, household goods, BBQ charcoal and flowers can also be
Fairtrade; I’m sure I’ve missed some out!
The Fairtrade Mark also indicates that the “Fairtrade social
premium”, money on top of the guaranteed minimum price, has
been paid directly to the farmers, who then spend it on social
schemes of their own choosing - pensions, sick pay or education, for
example.
In 2016, the Fairtrade Minimum Price safety net helped to protect
more than 200,000 farmers from the volatilities of the market.
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Finally, Fairtrade involves campaigning. It’s because Fairtraders
campaign that they have persuaded so many brands and
supermarkets to take up Fairtrade options.
Yet the Fairtrade sector is in crisis. According to Matt Oliver, Fair
Trade Community Sales Manager at Traidcraft, “2018 has been a
tough trading year for all of us in retail, and particularly for those of
us in the fair trade sector.”
So, should we actively search out the FAIRTRADE logo and be
prepared to pay more?
What are you going to do to mark fair Trade Fortnight:25th February-10th March?
This year’s Fairtrade Fortnight focus is cocoa - and, even more
deliciously, chocolate. More than 90% of chocolate bars do not have
Fairtrade certification - that’s a lot of farmers getting too low a price
for their cocoa. What’s more, in the last two years the world price of
cocoa has fallen dramatically.
Divine Chocolate carries the Fairtrade Mark on all its products. The
company is 44% owned by the Farmers in Ghana who supply the
cocoa; this is the largest single stake in the business. The limited
company was originally established in the UK in 1998. Christian
Aid and Comic Relief were involved in the company’s foundation, as
was The Body Shop, in its case as a shareholder. In 2007, The Body
Shop gave all its shares to the farmers themselves. Both the
company and its products have won many awards.
Divine Chocolate can be bought from Traidcraft. We should actively
seek out the Fairtrade Mark and we should support Traidcraft, the
original Fairtrade company.
What are you going to do to mark fair Trade Fortnight:25th February-10th March?
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“Suffer the little children”
Matthew 19, v 14

Whilst the parents of toddlers and terrible-twos (and others) may
well feel that they have to “suffer the little children”, we have all
come to know that our understanding of the word “suffer” has
narrowed over time. Modern translations of the verse from
Matthew read: “Let the little children come to me.” We now
understand that “suffer” means “allow” in modern language.
“Suffer” as an opposite to “do” opposes passivity to activity. It can
be hard to accept that God’s plan is for us to be still, but sometimes
we have to understand that it is not our turn.
I write during the month of January, a month when many Methodist
churches hold a Covenant service. Bowburn had its Covenant service
on January 6th, the first Sunday of the new year, as is traditional.
Both Elvet and North Road held their services on January 13th, Elvet,
as is now their wont, with St Oswald’s Anglicans. Indeed, the
Covenant Service is being taken up by Christian denominations
world-wide. And did you know that the House of Commons has its
own Covenant Service?
Other churches within our circuit which have observed this unique
service this January are Newton Hall All Saints, Langley Park,
Bearpark, Esh Winning and Sacriston. Witton Gilbert, Brandon and
our own Framwellgate Moor went into February.
The first time you go to a Covenant service is electric; you are
shocked by the intensity of the promises you are expected to make.
The Methodist Worship Book of 1999, to which our own former
Superintendent Minister, Neil Dixon, was a noted contributor,
explains the Covenant service in its introduction.
“From the earliest days of the Methodist societies, John Wesley invited
the Methodist people to renew their covenant relationship with God. …
The present Covenant Service moves from paise of the Trinity to
listening to the word in scripture, read and preached, and then follows a
penitential approach to the words of the Covenant. Changes in the use
and understanding of language have led to the provision of two forms of
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this part of the service. … In [the more traditional form] the words “Put
me to doing, put me to suffering” have raised difficulties for some
people. These words do not mean that we ask God to make us suffer,
but rather that we desire, by God’s help, actively to do or patiently to
accept whatever is God’s will for us.
“The emphasis of the whole service is on God’s readiness to enfold us in
generous love, not dependent on our deserving. … The prayers of
intercession which follow emphasize our unity with all humanity. … The
service is meant to lead us … to that commitment which all worship
seeks both to inspire and to strengthen.”
© 1999 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes
The covenant commitment in the language of 1999 is as follows:I am no longer my own but yours.
Your will, not mine, be done in all things,
wherever you may place me,
in all that I do
and in all that I may endure;
when there is work for me
and when there is none;
when I am troubled
and when I am at peace.
Your will be done
when I am valued
and when I am disregarded;
when I find fulfilment
and when it is lacking;
when I have all things,
and when I have nothing.
I willingly offer
all I have and am
to serve you,
as and where you choose.
Glorious and blessèd God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours.
May it be so for ever.
Let this covenant now made on earth
be fulfilled in heaven.
© 1999 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes
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THE WEEK IN BOWBURN
Sundays
Wednesdays

10.30 am Morning Worship
2 - 3 pm Prayer & Fellowship Meeting
last Weds of month.
Thursdays
9.00 am * “Drop-in”
5.30 pm * Brownies
(Contact: Karen Heron 07921377321)
7.15 pm * Guides
(Contact Rosalind [Ros] Waites 0191 377 9995)
* term-time only
http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=10

THE WEEK AT ELVET
Sun

8.30 a.m.
10.45 a.m.
2.00 p.m.
6.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.

Mon

2.00 p.m.
6.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.
7.45 p.m.
7.45 p.m.

Tue

Second Sunday, Holy Communion
Morning Service & Junior Church, including Crèche
Worship in Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese)
Evening Worship
JAM - Joint Anglican and Methodist Student Group
(term-time)
Prayer Meeting (2nd & 4th Monday)
Cubs (Open Group) [Boys and Girls 8-10½ yrs.]
Explorers (Open Group) [Mixed 14½-18 yrs.]
Elvet Homegroup (alternate weeks)
Shincliffe House Group (alternate weeks)

10.15 a.m. Ecumenical House Group (alternate Tuesdays)
5.30 p.m. Beavers (Open Group) [Boys and Girls 6-8]
7.10 p.m. Scouts (Open Group) [Boys and Girls10½-14½]

Wed 12 noon

Lunch Stop ALL welcome
(roughly equates with term-time)

Thurs 10.00 a.m. Arts & Crafts Workshop
7.30 p.m. Thursday Club for All (alternate weeks)
http://www.elvet-church.org.uk/
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THE WEEK AT FRAMWELLGATE MOOR
Sundays 10.30 am Morning Worship
Tuesdays 10.00 am Prayer Meeting
Thursdays 10 - 11am Dance Fusion
Framwellgate’s Church Hall is rented out during the week for exercise
classes.
Why not visit their website for details? - especially if you live in the area.
http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=236

THE WEEK AT NORTH ROAD
Sun
Mon

10.30 am
1.00 pm

Morning Worship
Durham Korean Church

1.30 --3.30 am Blind Life in Durham social group

Tues 10.00 am - 1.30 Craftworks with Mannas light lunch
Craft, friendship and support (fortnightly)
10. am - noon Visually impaired Coffee Morning (monthly)
1.30 - 2.30 pm Smart Support group
3.00 - 4.00 pm Smart Support Group
Wed 10 - 12 noon

Dementia Café (monthly)

Thurs 9.30-11.30 am
10 - 1.00 pm
2.00 - 4 pm
1.00 - 3 pm

Messy Mornings (term-time only)
Birmingham Institute for the Deaf
Birmingham Institute for the Deaf
Hartlepool Mind Support Group Drop-In (weekly)

Fri

10 - 4.00 pm

Birmingham Institute for the Deaf

Sat

9 - 10.15 am Men’s Breakfast (third Saturday)
10 am - 1 pm
Coffee Morning (second Saturday)
11.30 - 1.30 pm Durham City of Sanctuary ‘Drop In’ for Refugees.

http://www.northroadmethodist.org.uk/
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ELVET, NORTH ROAD, FRAMWELLGATE MOOR and
BOWBURN METHODIST CHURCHES
Ministers
Rev John Squares Mdiv(USA) BA
Tel: 340 9701
Rev Andy Longe
Tel: 354 5955
Deacon Ruth Lackenby
Tel: 373 7446
DON’T FORGET
Copy for the June - August magazine
should reach Jackie Fielding by

April 28th
via the pocket in the rear entrance hall at Elvet,
by phone on 01388 835201
or by e-mail at fielding@durhamcity.org.uk
Alternatively, those at Shincliffe and Bowburn can contact
Liz Atkinson on 01388 227316.
Those at North Road can contact Martin Wright
Those at Framwellgate Moor can contact Eileen Maughan.
eileenmaughan@yahoo.co.uk

