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A letter from our Minister
Dear Friends,

Church Building
The Church has both a heavenly and an earthly quality. The first
disciples were selected by Jesus himself as he walked their land,
taught and healed in their daily lives. They learned, as people still
do today, that God's love is the most powerful force in the universe,
and meets us wherever we are. The disciples discovered something
wonderful at Pentecost - the Spirit of God was with them forever:
The nature of God, shown in Jesus, could continue to touch their
lives to bring meaning out of confusion, hope out of despair.
Because of Jesus, they realized that body, mind and spirit are
important to God.
I have seen the spirit of God at work in so many ways during my
time here in Durham. We need to keep reminding each other that
spiritual life isn't just something nuns and monks do; it takes
carpenters, bricklayers, plumbers, foot and dish-washers, cleaners,
first-aiders, writers, readers, preachers, welcomers, administrators,
pastoral visitors, composers and musicians, as well as those who
fish, teach, feed, tend, pray and heal. (If I haven’t named your
particular role in church life then please add it to this list !)
The temptation for Christians is to think that with the right building,
or the right experts, a church will be successful. But we must
remember that the first disciples weren't experts and they borrowed
a room to meet in. The church began not in the Temple with
eloquent words but in streets and homes, and in a language people
could understand. In fact God's Spirit continues to reach succeeding
generations sometimes despite the failure of the church to speak in
words and actions that are meaningful.
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We will shortly be rewriting our mission, vision and action plans for
the circuit and this will mean reviewing the use of all our resources:
Are we making best use of our time, buildings, money and skills ?
Here by God’s grace in an ever changing world we believe that,
with the support of the other churches in our communities, God will
enable us to continue the vital work we do. The Mission forum and
Circuit Leadership Team, along with other groups which make up
our church communities, will of course be looking at practical issues
but above all we are prayerfully seeking appropriate ways of
fulfilling our calling to be the people of God today.
Wherever a church is built, adapted or rebuilt, the bricks of earthly
clay and living flesh, are put there by human strength, but only if
they are also placed there in the power of the Spirit will they
become the ‘living stones’ which the Bible describes: Just as a
musical instrument carefully made may be a thing of beauty, it only
becomes what it was meant to be when it is played. It takes
dedication and hard work to build and maintain a church, but it takes
a church truly alive in the spirit of love to show this changing world
that God’s presence, love and hope are among us.

Shaun

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
An extract from Les Miserables by Victor Hugo; translation by JF.
The extract, from Volume I, Section 1, Chapter 13, entitled “What he
believed” tells the reader about the beliefs of the Bishop of Digne.
What did he think about this dogma or that mystery? … We are
certain that difficulties of faith were never resolved for him in
hypocrisy. Diamonds cannot be corrupted. He believed as strongly
as he could. Credo in Patrem, he often exclaimed. In addition, he
drew enough satisfaction from kindly deeds to salve his conscience
and to hear, whispering in his ear: “That’s what God wants!”
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WORSHIP IN MARCH
Bowburn
5th Lent 1
10.30 a.m. Miss Elizabeth Greener
12th Lent 2
10.30 a.m. Mrs Frances Proud
19th Lent 3
10.30 a.m. Rev Robert Fisher

26th Mothering Sunday
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Andy Longe

Elvet
5th Lent 1
10.45 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Robert Fisher
6.00 p.m. Methsoc
12th Lent 2
8.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Terry Hurst
10.45 a.m. Readers’ Service
6.00 p.m. Mr Mark Bagnall
19th Lent 3
10.45 a.m. Miss Elizabeth Greener
6.00 p.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank
26th Mothering Sunday
10.45 a.m. All-Age Worship and Parade Service
United Service with North Road
Mrs Elaine Goy
6.00 p.m. Discussion Service
Deacon Annette Sharp
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WORSHIP IN MARCH
Framwellgate Moor
5th Lent 1
10.30 a.m. Mr Bill Offler
12th Lent 2
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank
19th Lent 3
10.30 a.m. Readers’ Service

26th Mothering Sunday
10.30 a.m. Deacon Annette Sharp

North Road
N.B. The Women’s World Day of Prayer Service
will be held at North Road Methodist Church at
10.30a.m. on Friday, 3rd March.
5th Lent 1
10.30 a.m. Readers’ Service
12th Lent 2
10.30 a.m. Mr Mark Bagnall
19th Lent 3
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank

26th Mothering Sunday
10.45 a.m. United Service at Elvet

For worship in April and May,
please consult the plan or your own church notices.
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BAPTISMS
We have welcomed into the family of the Church
4 December Ava Louise LIDDELL (Elvet)
5 January Maiya Sienna GLENDINNING (Elvet)

FUNERALS
Our condolences to the families and friends of those whose funerals
have been held in our churches.
8 November Eric WATCHMAN (Elvet)
10 January Susan BROUGHTON (Elvet)
21 February Alex YOUNG (North Road)
22 February Tom EDGE (North Road)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Puppet Training Day FREE OF CHARGE!
March 25th at Cuthbert House, Stonebridge,
Stonebridge DH1 3RY
Morning session (10.30 - noon) Come and see some of the ways
puppets can be used in worship
Afternoon session (till 3p.m.) for those who want to stay on and do
some “hands-on”, finding out how puppets work what they and you can do together.

Great fun for children and young people
Please bring a packed lunch, refreshments will be provided.
To book please contact Kate Martin: 0191 3746017 or
kate.martin@durham.anglican.org
Places are limited so please book as soon as possible.
(Jointly organised by Durham and Deerness Valley Circuit and the
Durham Diocese, together with One Way UK Creative Ministries)
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Join the Link
Dear Friends,
I recently had lunch with a small group of friends whom I hadn’t
seen since well before Christmas. We don’t live particularly near
each other and organising a get-together is a triumph in itself.
Of course we began by swapping family news and comparing past
and planned holidays. Then one lady announced that she had one
really important thing to tell us - she has been confirmed.
We were all absolutely delighted - both for her and because of the
fact that she wanted to share her news.
We planned our next get-together whilst we were at that sharing
table. Good news - and the Good News shouldn’t have to wait.
God bless us all.

Jackie
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Obituary – Eric Watchman by John A Bell
In early 2005, as my year of Vice‐Presidency of the Conference
approached, the editor of The Methodist Recorder asked me to
nominate someone who knew me well and could write decent
English to prepare the customary pro ile. Only one person
sprang to mind – Eric Watchman. He produced a masterpiece
which shrewdly had me off to a tee, beautifully and meticulously
crafted. It is a great privilege for me now to return the
compliment, following Eric’s untimely death after a long and
determined battle with cancer.
He celebrated, as he put it, his 18th birthday in 2016, for he was
born on February 29th 1944 in Durham, the son of Colin and
Dora Watchman. He attended Durham Johnston Grammar
School, took an honours degree in Biblical Studies at Manchester
University and there began his professional career as Assistant
Librarian. In 1972, he was appointed to the staff of the
University Library in Durham and spent 31 years in its service,
retiring from the post of University Sub‐Librarian in 2003,
having also acting as a tutor in several of the university’s
colleges.
There are countless women and men, now across the world,
who valued Eric’s assiduous and unsung assistance behind the
scenes, supporting undergraduate study and providing source
material for scholarship and foundation for research.
As teenagers, Eric and Gwynneth Ratcliffe met: they married in
1967, were blest with two daughters, Claire (married to Tony)
and Beth (married to Dave), and four grandchildren, Matthew
and Sam, Katy and Abby. Though no romantic extrovert by
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temperament, Eric was utterly devoted to Gwynneth and deeply
wished that he might live to celebrate their golden wedding
anniversary. Alas, it was not to be.
He was rightly proud of Claire’s and Beth’s academic
achievements and careers and hugely enjoyed being granddad
to their children.
Eric’s family attended Jubilee Methodist Church in Durham,
moving to the renamed North Road when Jubilee and Bethel
joined. When Gwynneth and Eric returned to Durham and
attended Old Elvet, Eric perhaps became the only person who
had been a member of all three city centre Methodist Churches.
Eric served Elvet , the Durham and Deerness Valley Circuit, the
Darlington District and the Connexion in many capacities. He
was a church steward, circuit meeting secretary and a church
council and circuit meeting member for most of his adult life.
Fully accredited as a local preacher in 1982, he was thoughtful
and prayerful in preparing coherent acts of worship and his
theologically astute sermons re lected the breadth, not only of
his biblical scholarship, but of his grasp of world affairs and the
down‐to‐earth practical experiences of daily life. Shy and
retiring by nature, Eric came to life in the pulpit and was in great
demand as a local preacher in County Durham. No old fuddy‐
duddy, he embraced progressive and enlightened thinking in an
objective way. He had a sharp wit, a perceptiveness to make
connections, a luent style, an easy rapport with children and he
presented the gospel in challenging but realistic ways.
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Eric served the Darlington District in various capacities: as a
member of the Leadership Team, its representative to the
Methodist Council, the lay member of the District Chair’s
ministerial development group and as Chair of the Grants
Committee and Trustees Group. His wisdom and insight – a
constant theme in tributes paid to him – always enriched
discussions.
He served on the Ministerial Candidates Selection Committee
where his facility to listen to arguments and then distil,
summarise and record the nub of wide‐ranging inputs to justify
a decision was crucial as a panel secretary.
He served on the Methodist Heritage Committee – which
enabled him to draw on his professional expertise in historic
records and archives – and played a leading role in the thrust of
publicising the Methodist heritage trail in North‐East England.
Much to his surprise, Eric found out whilst researching his
family history – something he did in his so‐called spare time –
that his grandfather had, for a time, been a Primitive Methodist
minister.
Latterly, he served on the Church’s Marriage and Relationships
Task Group: in so diverse a group, representing polarised and
emotionally charged viewpoints, Eric offered level‐headed
opinion and clarity – a safe anchor in potentially turbulent
waters.
Eric approached his inal, serious illness as he approached his
life – in a gentle, practical, self‐effacing, no‐nonsense way. He
wasn’t one for fuss or attention. As increasing ill‐health and
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pain began to take their toll, Eric bore progressive incapacity in
typical fashion: ‘if this is how it is, let it be’ – he was stoical in
accepting what was to come, but greeting each morning with a
new hope.
Eric’s life and being were underpinned by his grounded, well‐
articulated, certain and abiding faith in God, father/mother (he
moved with the times), Son and Spirit. He lived out his Christian
discipleship in the life of the world of work, the Church, and
amongst family and friends: not making a song and dance about
it but in his own modest but irm manner.
We give thanks to God for his generous love, his unfailing friend‐
ship, his distinguished service and his Christian life: he will live
long in our memory. Quintessential Methodist layman, the
Church owes Eric Watchman a great debt of gratitude.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Gwynneth Watchman, Claire McCann and Beth Coventry and
their families thank everyone for the cards, letters and
expressions of sympathy they received after the death of Eric.
The kindness and support of so many friends has helped them
through a very difficult time.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
“Do your little bit of good where you are;
it’s those little bits of good put together
that overwhelm the world.”
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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Janet Ball was inspired to write this poem after attending the
Churches Together Service in Cathedral on New Year’s Eve.
Recollections
People meet in the Market Place
They climb up to an ancient space.
Lanterns held to light the way
To where the tomb of Cuthbert lay.
Joining friends in the Cathedral
To pray for an end to evil.
The people pour through the North Door
Collect a candle, stand in awe.
Twinkling lights are round the pillars
Shining on the candle-givers.
To each person there’s a greeting
Stewards show them to their seating.
Parents progressing up the Nave
Encourage children to behave.
The congregation joins in song
The organ plays out to the throng.
A candle-holder grasped in hand.
The carol medley by the band.
Children and parents gather round
The crib where the Christ Child is found.
Then after gold, frankincense, myrrh,
A reflection for the New Year.
Four special candles have been lit
And carried round before we sit.
Then resolutions may be writ
Or prayers, whatever one thinks fit.
The writings all will find their place
Beside the crib, near to its base.
A choir sings of light and peace
Prayers have been said that wars may cease
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Those special candles lit before
Are taken to a Cathedral door
To symbolise Christ’s shining light
Filtering forth with grace and might.
A Voluntary by J. S. Bach
As we move out into the dark.
Having heard the Benediction
We walk in faith with conviction.

CRADLE ROLL BIRTHDAYS
March 20th Thea Ann FLOOD (ELVET)
April 22nd Molly Emily CULLEN (ELVET)
May 17th Thomas FENWICK (ELVET)
21st Katie Annabelle SCOTT (ELVET)
22nd Johannes Leonard WILMAN (ELVET)
29th Jack SMITH (ELVET)

JUNIOR CHURCH,BIRTHDAYS ???
March 8th Callum Hall (ELVET)
May 4th Sophie Davenport (ELVET)
A Happy Birthday To You All
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The United Methodist Church of America affirms
Wesleyan values as Trump takes office
Donald Trump was sworn in as President of the United States of
America on 20th January. On the previous evening, the United
Methodist Church of America organised get-togethers across their
land so that people could pray and talk about ways to explore the
challenges of this presidency and to affirm Wesleyan values.
The director of the United Methodist Church’s Social Justice
Agency, Susan Burton, said: “There is a growing movement across
the church to provide sanctuary for people who could be negatively
impacted by policies of the incoming administration and Congress”.
Rev. Rachel Cornwell of Silver Spring United Methodist Church
said: “One of the positives that has come out of this election is it has
been very energizing to people who may have otherwise taken
things for granted about the work we do around justice issues. It is a
way for the church to be visible and vocal about issues like
immigration, caring for the poor and people’s rights.”
A resource called “Reclaiming the Common Good” was prepared
for the get-togethers by leaders of the church. It is intended to help
guide conversations at the get-togethers and opens with the words of
the first letter of John, chapter 4, verses 16-21.
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The first letter of John, chapter 4, verses 16-21
So we have known and believe the love God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and
God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this:
that we may have boldness on the day of judgement, because as
he is, so are we in this world.
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear;
for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us.
Those who say, “I love God”, and hate their brothers or sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must
love their brothers and sisters also.
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Our friends at All Saints, Newton Hall are celebra ng their fi ieth
anniversary this year.
All Saints is an LEP, (Local Ecumenical Partnership). In short this
means that it is both part of the Anglican Church and also the
Methodist Church. This influence of mul ‐denomina ons, reflects
throughout the life of the church oﬀering a wide mix in styles of
worship and ac vi es.
Throughout the year, visi ng preachers will share worship with the
Newton Hall congrega on. Perhaps you would like to go along to
one of these special services. Worship start at 10.45a.m.
23rd April Rev. George Hardman
14th May Rev. Robert Davies
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Mission in Framwellgate Moor

On a cold damp day in December, nine members of Framwellgate
Moor Methodist Church were about to embark on what is becoming
a yearly event, singing carols in the various shops along the Front
Street.
It began as part of our Mission Statement to try and liaise with the
people of the village and perhaps encourage them to come to
Church.
This particular Tuesday seemed no different from any other. We
started with a short prayer in the Church, then all togged up we
started off in "fine voice".
During the summer a coffee shop had opened up on the Front Street
and as we entered the smell of coffee and home baking met us. We
sang our carol and Eileen Farquhar left some mince pies (coals to
Newcastle in this case).
As we turned to leave the Coffee Shop a lady took my hand. There
were tears running down her cheeks and she explained to me that
she was with her friend and her friend’s husband. The husband
unfortunately had Alzheimer's disease, but to their astonishment he
had joined in, and sang the carol with us. That lady shook hands
with all of us, and we came out of that shop with such a feeling of
joy that one carol had given so much pleasure to those three friends.
On our return to the Church for a well earned hot drink each and
everyone of us had been touched by the incident in the Coffee Shop.
May God continue to bless those three friends
Eileen Maughan
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Chris an Aid Week 2017
Morsheda lives on a low‐lying
island on the Brahmaputra
river in Bangladesh. She is a
young mother of four.
Her husband has le .
She has li le land,
few assets, and no savings.

Photo credit: Chris an Aid/Nicky Milne
The constant threat of floods
means Morsheda can’t grow
her own crops or tend her
own animals without worry‐
ing they’ll be washed away.
The only work she can get is
doing hard manual labour for
as li le as 74p a day.
Photo credit: Chris an Aid/G M B Akash/Panos Pictures

Morsheda can’t count on
having a safe place to come
home to. The single‐room,
corrugated‐iron shack she
shares with her family has
been flooded four mes.

Photo credit: Chris an Aid/Nicky Milne
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Morsheda fears the river. ‘I feel
very scared of the river. When I
look at it I keep thinking “it is
coming”,’ she says.

Photo credit: Chris an Aid/Nicky Milne
Morsheda’s neighbour Feroza
used to live a life marked by
despair and fear. River floods
swept away her home seven
mes. But thanks to
Chris an Aid, her home has
been raised on an earth plinth
out of reach of the floods. For
the first me, her life is free
from fear.
Photo credit: Chris an Aid/G M B Akash/Panos Pictures
Feroza also received a grant so
that she could buy a cow,
a goat, ducks, chickens,
vegetable seeds and a
compos ng wormery. Day by
day, these grew her income
and her confidence – and she’s
since turned that original
investment into assets worth
10 mes the original amount.
Photo credit: Chris an Aid/G M B Akash/Panos Pictures
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Morsheda and her neighbour
Feroza know the huge
diﬀerence your support this
Chris an Aid Week can make.
Join in with the week we love
every neighbour.

Photo credit: Chris an Aid/G M B Akash/Panos Pictures

Christian Aid fights poverty, because
everyone should have
the opportunity to thrive.

We work in partnership with
churches, individuals
and local organisations
in communities worldwide,
supporting people of all faiths and
none to rise out of poverty.
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Christian Aid Week 2017
Helping people in poverty out of poverty.
Today around 870 million people are desperate for food. One in
eight people will go to bed hungry tonight. This is a scandal.
But IF we bite back at hunger this Christian Aid Week we can help
communities find ways to not only survive but to thrive, with enough
food to eat not just today but tomorrow.
This year Christian Aid Week takes place between Sunday 14th May
and Saturday 20th May inclusive and it is a time to celebrate
transformation, and an opportunity to put ourselves in the frame of
God’s kingdom.
This year the churches in the Durham Christian Aid Network are
organising a number of fund raising initiatives. In addition to the
House to House Collection arrangements are in hand for a collection to
be held at Durham Railway Station probably on Wednesday 17th,
Thursday 18th and Friday 19th May. For these efforts to be successful
volunteers are needed. The Railway Station collection only requires a
small amount of time. No one would be expected to be involved with
the collection for a whole day, though if anyone was willing to do this
then they would not be turned away!
Please give careful consideration to helping out during this year’s
Christian Aid Week. If you are willing to donate some of your time as
well as some of your money to help during Christian Aid Week the
people to contact are:
At Elvet
David Ramsden

At North Road
Helen Wilson
Hilary Smith

‘phone 0191-386 8297/0771 345 0167
e-mail davidramsden7@hotmail.com

‘phone 0191-384 1158
e-mail helenwilson12@googlemail.com
‘phone 0191 384 2858
e-mail hilaryjoy.smith@virgin.net
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ELVET COMMUNION COLLECTIONS

In March we will be raising money for CEREBRA.This is a
national charity that strives to improve the lives of children
under sixteen with neurological conditions through research,
information and direct, on-going support.
Our April is Mercy Ships. Mercy Ships run hospital ships
that reach out to the world's poorest people. With operating
theatres and a 40 bed ward, the vessels become an 11,701
tonne floating hospital, carrying a volunteer crew of 350 from
all over the world. This organisation exists as a compassionate response to a world need. On ships and land bases
Contaminated soil, polluted rivers and forest destruction directly
dedicated volunteers bring their wide-ranging skills to promote
threaten the livelihoods of small-scale farmers.
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THE WEEK AT FRAMWELLGATE MOOR
Sundays

10.30 am

Morning Worship

Tuesdays

10.00 am

Prayer Meeting

Thursdays 10 - 11am

Dance Fusion

Framwellgate’s Church Hall is rented out during the week for exercise
classes.
Why not visit their website for details? - especially if you live in the area.
http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=236

THE WEEK IN BOWBURN
Sundays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

10.30 am
2 - 3 pm

Morning Worship
Prayer & Fellowship Meeting
last Weds of month.
9.00 am
* “Drop-in”
5.30 pm
* Brownies
(Contact: Karen Heron 07921377321)
7.15 pm
* Guides
(Contact Rosalind [Ros] Waites 0191 377 9995)
* term-time only

http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?
page_id=10

THE WEEK AT NORTH ROAD
Sun 10.30 am Morning Worship
Tues 10.00- 1.30 (fortnightly) Craftworks with Mannas light lunch
Thurs 9.30-11.30
* Messy Mornings
Fri 11.00- 1.30
Mannas - Food and Friendship every Friday
Sat
(second Saturday) Coffee Morning
9.00- 10.15
(third Saturday) Men’s Breakfast
* term-time only
http://www.northroadmethodist.org.uk/
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THE WEEK AT ELVET
Sun

8.30 a.m.
10.45 a.m.
2.00 p.m.
6.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.
8.00 p.m.

Second Sunday, Holy Communion
Morning Service & Junior Church, including Crèche
Worship in Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese)
Evening Worship
MethSoc (term-time)
King’s Church - evangelical worship (term-time)

Mon

2.00 p.m.
5.30 p.m.
5.45 p.m.
6.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.
7.30 p.m.
7.45 p.m.

Prayer Meeting (1st & 3rd Monday)
Rainbows (Girls 5-7 yrs.) at St.. Oswald’s
Brownies (Girls 7-10 yrs) at St. Oswald’s
Cubs (Open Group) [Boys and Girls 8-10½ yrs.]
Guides (Girls 10-14 yrs.) at St. Oswald’s
Explorers (Open Group) [Mixed 14½-18 yrs.]
House Group at Newton Hall (alternate weeks)
House Group at Shincliffe (alternate weeks)
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides contact number 372 1786

Tue

10.15 a.m. Halliday Grove House Group (alternate weeks)
5.30 p.m. Beavers (Open Group) [Boys and Girls 6-8]
7.10 p.m. Scouts (Open Group) [Boys and Girls10½-14½]

Wed

12 noon Lunch Stop ALL welcome (roughly equates with term-time)
2.00 p.m. Women's Fellowship (1st Wednesday)

Thurs 10.00 a.m. Arts & Crafts Workshop
7.30 p.m. Thursday Club for All (alternate weeks)
http://www.elvet-church.org.uk/
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ELVET, NORTH ROAD, FRAMWELLGATE MOOR and
BOWBURN METHODIST CHURCHES
Ministers
Rev Shaun Swithenbank BSc
Tel: 340 9701
Rev Andy Longe
Tel: 384 1221
Deacon Annette Sharp
Tel: 373 7446

DON’T FORGET
Copy for the June - August magazine
should reach Jackie Fielding by

April 30th
via the pocket in the rear entrance hall at Elvet,
by phone on Durham 384 7305
or by e-mail at fielding@durhamcity.org.uk
Alternatively, those at Shincliffe and Bowburn can contact
Liz Atkinson on 01388 329437.
Those at North Road can contact Martin Wright.
Those at Framwellgate Moor can contact Eileen Maughan.
eileenmaughan@yahoo.co.uk

