1

The Link
MAGAZINE
for Bowburn, Framwellgate Moor,
North Road and Elvet Methodists

FREE!
In this issue, you will find
your own special copy of
our colour supplement,
“Singing the Faith”.
Enjoy!

Sept-Oct-Nov ’14

2

A letter from our Deacon
Dear Friends,
Once again I have made the acquaintance of a very nice RAC
patrolman. This is becoming rather a frequent occurrence, much
to the amusement of family and friends.
You see I am the owner of a very old (newish to me) camper van
which in my imagination was going to be my transport to all kinds
of outdoor adventures. However, every time I have taken it out so
far, something has gone wrong. Some things I have understood and
realised that I could get home safely before getting it seen to, but
the majority of the time it has necessitated a call to the RAC to
rescue me. Every one of these patrolmen has been unfailingly
friendly and polite not even raising an eyebrow at the state and age
of the van or of the foolishness of the woman who sets off in such a
vehicle. However, because of all these incidents, setting off on a
trip now gives me feelings of uncertainty and anxiety rather than
joy and anticipation.
So why am I telling you all this? Well, in a moment of reflection,
I was thinking how wonderful it is to have people that we can
call on when things go wrong and how, without knowing that the
RAC will come and help me, I would never set off on any of my
journeys.
Often in the course of our lives we are called on to do things and to
experience events which put us well outside our ‘comfort zone’.
This can cause us great anxiety and perhaps even sleepless nights.
Our natural inclination is to avoid circumstances that make us feel
this uncomfortable and to try to cling to the familiar and the safe,
perhaps even denying to ourselves and others our natural gifts and
abilities so that we will not be forced into the ‘unknown’. However,
as we know there are forces in our lives that affect us and which we
can do nothing about: illness, bereavement, redundancy, family
difficulties; the list is long.
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Being Christians, followers of Jesus, does not make us immune to
all these troubles and to the anxiety that they cause us; neither does
it make us any less uncomfortable when we are challenged to do
something new, unfamiliar and ‘scary’. However, throughout the
Gospels we are given the assurance that God is with us in whatever
circumstances we find ourselves and that his Spirit is here to guide,
strengthen and support us. If in our anxiety we can remember to take
a quiet moment to offer the situation up to God and, importantly,
remember to ‘be still’ for a time before him to let our anxieties
quieten, we may well be able to see the next step forward more
clearly, and feel ourselves surrounded by a new feeling of
confidence. Truly gifts from God.
So let’s not be afraid of what life brings, we know we have someone
to call on when we find ourselves in trouble, someone who will
never ‘raise an eyebrow’ at our predicament.
“Jesus said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake you’.
So we can say with confidence,
“The Lord is my helper;
I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?” (Hebrews 13:5b – 6, NRSV)

Annette
‘’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’
Events which have made the local press
Wedding Dress and Christening Gown Exhibition
Shopping Extravaganza to raise money for Kwagala

More information about Elvet’s fund-raising for
the Kwagala Trust on page 26
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WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER
Bowburn
7th 10.30 a.m. Readers’ Service
14th Racial Justice Sunday
10.30 a.m. Prof Mark Wilson
21st 10.30 a.m. Readers’ Service
28th Harvest Festival
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Andrew Longe

Elvet
7th 10.45 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev R. Fisher
6.00 p.m. Reader’s Service - Mr Paul Harrison
14th Racial Justice Sunday
8.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swihenbank
10.45 a.m. Mr Sean Conroy
6.00 p.m. Rev Angela Long
21st 10.45 a.m. Reader’s Service - Mr Chris Harder
6.00 p.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swihenbank
28th Harvest Festival and Parade
10.45 a.m. Rev Shaun Swithenbank
6.00 p.m. Rev Andrew Longe

Framwellgate Moor
7th 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank
14th Racial Justice Sunday
10.30 a.m. Readers’ Service
21st 10.30 a.m. Mr Bill Offler
28th 10.30 a.m. Rev Angela Long
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WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER
North Road
7th 10.30 a.m. Prof Mark Wilson
14th Racial Justice Sunday
10.30 a.m. Mr Eric Watchman
21st 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank
28th 10.30 a.m. Readers’ Service
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
For services in October and November, please consult the plan.
================================================
‘Faith by itself, if not accompanied by action, is dead.’
James 2: 17
A prayer
JESUS, Prince of Peace,
we pray for the peace that brings freedom out of fear, hope out of
grief, dignity out of violation.
Lead our sisters and brothers out of the valley of the shadow of
death to a place of still waters, green pastures and restoration.
And give us a fire to work tirelessly for your justice, so that we may
all share in your fullness of life.
AMEN.

====================================
It’s the way that you say it
The matron of a residential home in Perthshire had her six-year-old
niece visiting her. The little girl looked at a very old lady and said:
“Are you very old?”
After a pause, the lady smiled and replied: “No, I wouldn’t say that I
was old, but I must admit that I have been young for a very long
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Wedding Dress and Christening Gown
Exhibition at Elvet
I was persuaded to buy a ticket to a Wedding Dress Show at Elvet
Methodist Church. The idea appealed to me and I brought a couple of
friends along. We were warmly greeted and directed around the church by
various stewards. Through the church, at the entrance to the hall we were
offered a nice glass of fizz and a piece of “wedding cake” in exchange for
our tickets. There were heart-shaped button souvenirs to buy and the
chance to win a bride teddy bear by guessing the date of her Big Day!!!
The hall was arranged with seating along both sides, allowing a clear path
for the models to display the various gowns. The collection was presented
by Kevin Thornhill, a gentleman who had once worked as a seamster for
David and Elizabeth Emanuel. The show was fascinating – maybe 40 or
50 gowns – each with the appropriate head-dress and veil. They were displayed in sequence, decade by decade. The earliest dress, dating back to
the very late 1800s, had been made by Mr Thornhill’s mother who was a
dressmaker. I remember the third dress shown was actually 1902. One
was very aware of the changes in styles and fabrics over the years and the
influence brought to these styles by royal brides such as the Duchess of
Kent, Princess Margaret, Princess Anne and, of course, the late and lovely
Diana. Mr Thornhill had actually worked on Diana’s dress. The detail of
each dress was described and any known history revealed. Dresses were
slim or full, made of silk or taffeta or brocade or lace and some were
embroidered or appliquéd, some trimmed with lace or beading – a delightful richness of loveliness! Head-dresses were made of beads and lace,
wreaths of wax or silk flowers, little crowns of pearls and jewels and tiaras
of sparkling diamanté. What a wonderful collection. What a wonderful
show.
It was late and dark when we finished so I was determined to return a
couple of days later and have a good look at all the lovely gowns displayed in the church itself – and many christening garments, too. Some
were accompanied by bridesmaids’ dresses, many with photographs and
each with a little note of its history – but each and every garment worn by
someone who had been married or christened in Elvet Methodist Church.
Again a variety of styles up to the present day. Some with long trains,
some in lace and one a beautiful medieval robe. What a joy for these
ladies to take out their lovely wedding gowns and show them off!
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I enjoyed this event so much and I applaud all those who were involved in
bringing it together.
by Frances Openshaw
Some comments from the visitors’ book
(The visitors were so enthusiastic.)
Beautiful dresses and outfits – and some familiar names. I was
married here in 1984 and the visit has brought back lots of
memories. (Sheila) Beer - as we knew her
The exhibition is really sweet and makes me want to marry.
Lovely exhibition. A very sweet trip. Smiley
Wonderful display, so very interesting all the different styles.
My favourite is the home-made one, No 29, beautiful, clever mum!!
(Joyce Blackman made her daughter’s dress - No. 29.)
A lovely display of wedding and christening garments. The changes in
design and colours of fabric are well illustrated. Thank you.
EXCELLENT!!
Worth the drive from South Shields. Lovely to see such unusual styles
and different eras in one room! Really lovely to read about each one!
Ideal location for display – an unexpected delight to see everything.

and … Some Elvet Members’ Wedding Anniversaries
The following Elvet couples have this year had significant anniversaries.
Congratulations to them all.
Diamond Wedding Anniversary (60 years married)
Brenda and John Farish (June 5th, 1954) and
Mavis and Sam Watson (July 28th, 1954)
Ruby Wedding Anniversary (40 years married)
Anne and John Scott (July 27th, 1974)
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Elvet Project 2014 – 2015
South Tyneside Churches’ KEY Project or “KEY” for short!
Every year Elvet raises a significant amount of money for various causes
both at home and overseas. We usually alternate between a “home” and
“overseas” project and this year we are supporting the KEY Project in
South Tyneside.
KEY works with young people who are homeless or threatened with
becoming homeless and we are now in our 22nd year, a major achievement for a small local charity. It is a sad reflection on our society that
charities and food banks are now needed more than ever.
KEY started in 1992 when a homeless young man died on the streets of
South Shields beside the Sea Hotel. “ Churches Together in South Tyneside” were so appalled that such a things could happen in their town that
they decided to try to respond in a positive way. Initially they started
providing non-perishable food which was collected from the churches in
South Tyneside. 22 years later this is still operated by a sterling group of
volunteers. It is on quite a large scale and last year we distributed 339
food packs to young people under 25.
Next they set up a “floating support” service providing advice and support
to young people who were setting up their own tenancy. This is very
practical support around how to cook healthy meals on a low budget,
how to manage your money, how to run a home, cleaning, gardening etc.
More importantly it is about building positive relationships with your
neighbours encouraging young people to make a positive contribution to
the local community.
KEY also runs a “Reconnect Service” trying to prevent young people
becoming homeless in the first place. We have a “mediation service”
between young people and their parents/carers. We do “peer education”
work in the local schools where young people who have been homeless
“tell their story”.
Many areas in South Tyneside suffer high depravation and we have the
highest number of young people unemployed in the whole country. Not
a statistic to be proud of. Welfare benefit changes have impacted
massively on young people and their families. The “bedroom tax” in
particular has caused major issues for young people. There is a desperate
Continued on page 23
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Concert held at North Road Methodist Church
May 17th, 2014
by Colin Rutherford (edited)
A concert to commemorate the centenary of the start of the First
World War was organised by Marion and Edgar Senior and friends.
Taking part were: sopranos, Marian Aitchison and Rachel Orr;
George Hetherington, Adam Gatenby and Marion Senior (piano);
Edgar Senior (bass).
George delighted his audience with his effortless, relaxed pianoplaying of music that would have been familiar at that time, such as
Jerome Kern's "They didn't believe me" (1913).
Marian read two poems: Wilfred Owen's well-known "Dulce et
Decorum est" (1917) and "Magpies in Picardy" (1918) - about birds
that are characteristically observant and what they might make of
the action taking place below.
Perhaps the music which most helped to recapture the poignancy of
the time was George Butterworth's 1911 setting of AE Houseman's
poem of the 1880s: "Is my team ploughing?"
Adam's playing made a deep impression, echoing several of the
moods associated with this war, reflective and sonorous or
sentimental and wistful in places.
Rachel sang a solo, "My Hero" from The Chocolate Soldier" and
joined in duets with Marian. They were particularly effective in
Délibes' "Flower Song". Haydn Wood's "Roses of Picardy" (1916)
was perhaps the most popular and beautiful song to emerge from
the war and a hit with this audience as well as with the troops!
The concert ended with a remarkable composition by Adam. His
"Nationalistic Fantasy" was a commentary on the war, devoid of
triumphalism, and a sobering way to end the concert. which was
both entertaining and thought-provoking, with top-class
performances from all participants.
The next North Road Concert is on September 13th.
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And there were strawberries galore—
Maggie, Joan, Terry, Marion and Brenda were delighted to see the
sun shining and the temperature rising for out strawberry tea and
open garden in aid of St Cuthbert’s Hospice and the Durham
Food bank.
People came in droves and we did a roaring trade with strawberries,
cream and scones, with everyone able to sit outside and enjoy the
garden.
Tony had a successful day with a plant stall for the Hospice and our
food bank donation bin was filled with suitable food items. The
tombola was as popular as ever and best of all it was managed by
two friends from Bishop Auckland. Ken came from the hospice and
master minded the car parking and parking passes.
A grand total of £667 .00 was raised which made all our baking and
work well worthwhile.
Thank you to everyone who came, and all who donated such generous amounts of money; without you our efforts would have been
wasted.
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Just for Fun
Psalm 23 For Tech Heads
The Lord is my programmer, I shall not crash.
He installed His software on the hard disk of my heart. All His commands
are user friendly.
His directory guides me to the right choices for His name's sake. Even
though I scroll through the problems of life, I will fear no bugs, for He is my
back-up.
His password protects me. He prepares a menu before me in the
presence of my enemies.
His help is only a keystroke away.
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life and my
file will be merged with His and saved forever.
Amen

On Computers
Jesus and Satan were having an ongoing argument about who was better
on his computer. They had been going at it for days, and God was tired of
hearing all of the bickering. Finally God said, "Cool it. I am going to set
up a test that will run two hours and I will judge who does the better job."
So, Satan and Jesus sat at the keyboards and typed away. They did
spreadsheets. They wrote reports. They sent faxes. They sent e-mail.
They sent out e-mail with attachments. They downloaded, They did some
genealogy reports. They made cards. They did every known job.
But ten minutes before their time was up, lightning suddenly flashed
across the sky, thunder rolled, the rain poured and, of course, the
electricity went off.
Satan stared at his blank screen and screamed every curse word known in
the underworld. Jesus just sighed.
The electricity finally flickered back on, and each of them restarted his
computer. Satan started searching frantically, screaming "It's gone! It's all
gone! I lost everything when the power went out!"
Meanwhile, Jesus quietly started printing out all his files from the past two
hours. Satan observed this and became irate. "Wait! He cheated, how did
he do it?"
God shrugged and said, "Jesus saves.”
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Lego has been used to good effect in our area recently.
Perhaps these uses can inspire others.
The Lego Cathedral
WITH THE PIONEERING SPIRIT OF THE CATHEDRAL’S FOUNDER,
BISHOP WILLIAM OF ST CALAIS, AS OUR INSPIRATION, WE HOPE
TO RECREATE THE CONSTRUCTION OF DURHAM CATHEDRAL IN
LEGO BRICKS TO RAISE FUNDS FOR OPEN TREASURE.

The 350,000 brick model will be as accurate a scale representation
of the Cathedral as possible, spanning 3.84m metres in length, 1.53
metres wide and 1.7 metres in height.
The LEGO Quire and Nave will slide apart so that the interior of the
Cathedral can also be viewed. On completion of the build there will
then be the chance to help re-create the Miner’s Gala service in the
Nave using LEGO Mini-figures.

How can you get involved?
To build this impressive model we need your help and invite you to
support us by buying a brick. For every £1 donated, one LEGO brick
will be added to the Cathedral. Each LEGO brick laid will represent
support for the Cathedral’s Open Treasure project and signify
coming together as a community to achieve great things, just as the
Community of St Cuthbert did nearly one thousand years ago.
JOIN
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During Lent and Holy Week, the junior members of Chester-le-Street
Methodist Church used Lego to discover and learn more about
Jesus’ journey to the cross.
Each week they built a different scene to depict the key events of Lent,
Holy Week and Easter. Starting with three models for the temptation of
Jesus by the devil in the wilderness, the children went on to build Jesus'
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Jesus cleansing the temple, the last
supper, the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus’ crucifixion and the
resurrection.
Karen Perry, church member, said: “It was amazing. The children needed
very little instruction or help. They were given a big box of Lego and,
using their God-given imaginations, they built some brilliant scenes.
Furthermore, it encouraged discussion and learning as well as creativity
and co-operation. The children also took great pleasure in sharing their
creations with the rest of the
congregation who were incredibly
supportive.”
On Easter Sunday, as an outreach
initiative, the church held a free
Easter Lego event, which included
an exhibition of all of the Lego
models together with various Lego
associated activities, games and a
competition. The event attracted
familiar and new faces, including
new families.
"Lego seems to transcend all ages
and it was not only the children but
also the adults who engaged with
the exhibition and activities," Karen
Perry added. "Encouraged by the initial response and the potential of
using Lego, we are now considering further outreach initiatives including
a Lego club for children, as well as exploring ways in which we can share
the Lego Bible scenes with schools."
Email: Karen Martin karenlesleymartin@hotmail.com
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We have welcomed into the family of the Church
BAPTISMS

17 August Connor and Sofie KETTLE (Bowburn)
31 August Sophia BISSELL and Jacob BELL (Elvet)
THANKSGIVING FOR BIRTH

27 July Elizabeth and Penelope CATMULL (North Road)
We have also welcomed the
CONFIRMATION AND

RECEPTION INTO MEMBERSHIP of

31 August Rebecca HARRISON (Elvet)
WEDDINGS

Every good wish to the happy couples married
at our church in Elvet!
21 June Dennis WARD and Debra HILDREW
5 July Andrew GILBERT and Madeleine COCKBURN
9 August Chris MORGAN and Rachel PATTERSON
16 August Peter HOLT and Rebecca THOMPSON
23 August Lee COOK and Rachel MERRITT
Congratulations to all the above
FUNERALS

Our condolences to the families and friends of those whose funerals
have been held in our churches.
6 June Peter POPE (Bowburn)
16 July Helen WARD (North Road)
5 August Jack GIBSON (Elvet)
MEMORIAL SERVICE
12 June Chris WILTSHER (North Road)
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CHRISTIAN AID REPORT FOR ELVET
There have been a number of fundraising
activities for Christian Aid over the last few
months and I am very grateful for the support
given by Elvet members and friends to these.
Christian Aid Week took place between 11th
and 17th May. The total raised this year by the
churches connected to the Durham Christian
Aid Group was £18,999.72 with Elvet’s
contribution to this total being £462.25.
A collection at Durham railway station was also held on three days
during Christian Aid Week and raised £472.88.
The Durham Christian Aid Group has also being raising money for a
project helping women in Afghanistan. Elvet has supported this fundraising by two events. Firstly there was a ‘Big Sing’ involving children
from a number of primary schools which raised £160.35. Secondly an
organ recital by Brian Tanner followed by strawberries and cream,
arranged by Maureen Harris raised £495.00. Arthur Kay has produced
a CD of the recital; if you would like a copy (price £5) please let me
know. A joint North Road/Elvet Car Treasure Hunt also raised £36.25
for this project. If you were unable to take part in the Treasure Hunt
but would like to follow the route which will take you through beautiful
countryside near Durham using quiet country roads please see me,
Jackie Fielding or Helen Major. The clues cost £2 which will of course
be donated to Christian Aid. The Durham Christian Aid Group’s target
was to raise £5,000 by March 2015, which, if achieved, would allow
Christian Aid to access European Union funds that would enable
£20,000 to be given to support the Afghanistan project. I am delighted
to report that more than £5,000 has already been raised. The EU rules
will actually allow £5,500 to be used to support the project and still
attract their additional contribution. Any further surplus will be used
to help another Christian Aid group raising funds for another
Christian Aid project of a similar type. The latest report on the
Afghanistan project is on the notice board in Elvet church hall.
Once again I would like to thank everyone connected with Elvet for
their continuing support of the work of Christian Aid.
David Ramsden
Elvet Christian Aid Rep.
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Join the Link
Dear Friends,
I am ever more delighted with “The Link”, which brings
Methodists and their friends from the South to the North of
the city together.
An important article in this issue is Thomas Dixon’s obituary for
his father, Neil (reproduced from The Methodist Recorder). I hope
you also read all the other local and national news.
I always enjoy collating your contributions, so keep them coming
in - my details are on the back page of the magazine - but you can
send your articles/ideas/contributions to your local church
representative.
I hope you enjoy our first free “colour” supplement - well, you will
all have had the supplement on a different colour paper!
With my Love and Prayers,

Jackie
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NORTH ROAD
The next Saturday afternoon Concert
will be held at 2.30pm
on September 13th.
Anna Foster (soprano)
Paul Smith (tenor)
David Williams (piano)
Collection in aid of North Road Church Project
================================================
Electronic access
The Link
Our new magazine, together with many past issues of its
predecessor, SEDUM, can be found on the Elvet Methodist Church
website.
Go to: http://www.elvet-church.org.uk/ and select “What’s On”
from the menu on the left; magazines and newsletters can then be
accessed from “Newsletter”.
================================================
Framwellgate Moor
Friday 29 August 10.00 - 12.00 Tea/Coffee/Cake morning
at the home of Mr & Mrs Brown of 33 Chichester Road, Newton Hall.
All welcome.
Saturday 6 December 2014 - Christmas Fayre held in Church Hall
commencing at 10.00 a.m.
All welcome.

======================================================
Seen outside a Birmingham church
COME THIS SUNDAY.
AVOID THE CHRISTMAS RUSH.
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Some words from Mother Teresa of Calcutta

People are often unreasonable and self-centred.
Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives.
Be kind anyway.
If you are honest, people may cheat you.
Be honest anyway.
If you find happiness, people may be jealous.
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow.
Do good.
Give the world the best you have - and it may never be enough.
Give your best anyway.
For, you see, in the end, it is between you and God.
It was never between you and them anyway.

################################################

Four new building blocks of Methodism
The Vice-President of the Methodist Conference for 2014/2015 laid down four
building blocks of faith for 21st-century Britain in her address to the Conference.
Gill Dascombe suggested that Scripture, science, culture and community should
be the blocks upon which Methodists build their faith.
“Methodism provides us with four building blocks of faith, derived from the writings
of John Wesley,” Gill said. “These are Scripture, reason, tradition and experience.
But Wesley too was a man of his time, and Britain is a very different place now
from what it was in the 1700s.”
Gill went on to say that when Methodists affirm Scripture today, they make a claim,
not of uniformity, but of the embracing of diversity. She explained that science was
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important because we no longer live in the age of reason but the age of science.
“Religion and science have been in conflict for too long,” said Gill, a medical
pharmacist. “It’s time to take the blinkers off.”
Her address also challenged Methodists to think about what is distinctive about
Methodism in 2014: “How can we shape a spirituality that reflects our time, our
place and our world view, within which we can address our fears, doubts and
concerns, and, yes, our demons, real or perceived, and seek strength and hope
and purpose for the future?”

##############################################
“Our vision is of a world where all children and
young people have a sense of belonging, and are
loved and valued. A world where they can fulfil
their potential, shape their destiny and experience
the joy of life.”
A prayer for Action for Children,
the children’s charity of the Methodist Church
Gracious God, in this year, the centenary of the death of Revd Dr
Thomas Bowman Stephenson, founder of the Children’s Home that grew
to become Action for Children, we thank you for men and women of
vision who inspired Methodists in the nineteenth century to address the
needs of neglected children.
We recall the practical nature of Dr Stephenson’s love and care and the
forthrightness of his denunciation of social injustice, all undergirded by
‘the exuberance of his spiritual energy’. We pray that, following in that
tradition, our anger at the injustice of neglect may increase, our voices
may be raised louder and our commitment to support practical care for
those in greatest need may grow.
Save us from blaming others and excusing ourselves. By your spirit,
quicken us to support the work of Action for Children afresh.
Inspire the work of Action for Children that, with partners in Britain and
beyond, it may work with integrity, passion and hope to meet the needs of
children, young people and families who need their care and support
most, for as long as it takes.
AMEN
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Not all of us take The Methodist Recorder.
Here is Thomas Dixon’s obituary of his father which appeared there.
The Rev Neil Dixon
Significant figure in the fields of liturgy and hymnology
With the death of Neil Dixon, Methodism lost a significant figure in
the fields of liturgy and hymnology.
Neil was born in 1947 and grew up in Nelson, Lancashire, where he
was nurtured in a Methodist family. He was called to the ministry
of Word and Sacrament at the age of 16, becoming a local preacher
before going on to read theology at Leeds University. He trained for
the ministry at Richmond College, where he was particularly
influenced by Raymond George. Neil’s first appointment was as
President’s assistant and teacher of Church history and liturgy at
Wesley College, Bristol.
Neil’s first circuit appointment was in 1971, when he became
minister of Drighlington Methodist church in the Batley circuit.
This was followed by nine years in the Otley and Aireborough
circuit, then another nine years in the Stockport circuit. Here, his
considerable administrative gifts were put to good use as he oversaw
a major redevelopment project.
In 1993, Neil took up a half-time appointment in the Harrow circuit,
while working as secretary of the Faith and Order committee. His
final appointments were as superintendent minister, first of the
Leeds Mission circuit and finally in the Durham and Deerness
Valley circuit. After retirement in 2010 Neil was an active
supernumerary minister in the Bradford North and Wharfedale and
Aireborough circuits.
Throughout his ministry, Neil emphasised Christian education and
training, healthy ecumenical relationships and the development of
church family life (even writing and directing several pantomimes to
be performed in church family concerts). He enjoyed engaging with
the wider community, especially when welcoming families for
baptisms and weddings. He also held a wide range of circuit and
District responsibilities, including serving on ministries committees
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and as a local preachers’ tutor.
Neil’s contributions at Connexional level were significant. As a
member of the main committee for “Hymns and Psalms”, he put his
expertise on the work of Watts and Wesley to good use. He was
also a member of the MPH (Methodist Publishing House) board
and spent three years convening the Connexional panel for
Discipline and Appeals committees. He served with distinction as a
representative on the Joint Liturgical group and as a member of both
formal and informal conversations with the Church of England.
It was, however, in his Faith and Order capacity that he made
perhaps his most important contribution to the life of the wider
Church.
Between 1988 and 2000, he presented a wide range of reports to
Conference, including the influential “Called to Love and Praise”.
The publication of the “Methodist Worship Book” (MWB) in 1999
was the culmination of several years of hard work by the liturgical
sub-committee, which he chaired. Neil was justly proud of the
finished product, especially its very wide range of services, its
inclusive and imaginative language, the incorporation of a much
wider range of signs and symbols than its predecessor and its
confident embrace of Wesleyan Eucharistic theology.
His book “Wonder, Love and Praise” has become an invaluable
companion to the MWB for many leaders of Methodist worship, just
as his “Companion to the Revised Common Lectionary: Praying
with the Scriptures” has helped to enhance many Methodist services.
Despite his considerable achievements, Neil demonstrated great
humility, putting into practice the words of Charles Wesley which he
often quoted and which went to the heart of his beliefs:
While in the heavenly work we join,
Thy glory be our whole design,
Thy glory, and not our own.
Above all, Neil placed great stress on the quality of worship and on
the importance of well-written hymnody.
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His robust defence of many traditional hymns was not born out of
the idea that old is better than new: he championed the development
of Taizé services and the songs of Margaret Rizza and, early in his
ministry his advocacy of the supplement to the “Methodist Hymn
Book” was far from popular. Rather, he believed, with the Wesleys,
that hymns should enable the Methodist people to learn the faith and
to sing it with understanding and that anything less was selling them
- and God - short.
Neil had an equally rigorous approach to theology. In a piece
written just before his retirement, he warned against an antiintellectualism that, in leading to narrow and simplistic presentations
of the Gospel, failed to do justice to the generous love of God as
revealed in Jesus.
Neil was far from the traditional stereotype of a minister. The
image of him and his good friend Michael Townsend smoking their
pipes outside Conference, while putting the world to rights, was a
familiar one for many. Meanwhile, many friends and colleagues
throughout the years enjoyed outings to pub quizzes.
Neil was also an active member of the Labour party and recalled
with amusement the time when he was out canvassing when a voter
told him: “There’s only one thing more evil than politics – and that’s
religion!”
Neil was a loving, supportive and devoted husband to Julie, father
to Thomas and Emily, and grandfather to Grace, Rosa and Ella, and
was looking forward to the arrival of his fourth grand-daughter,
Indigo. He shared a love of music with Thomas and of language
with Emily. Neil took particular joy in conducting Thomas’
marriage to Esther and in playing the “father of the bride” role at
Emily’s marriage to Sam. His love for the rest of the family, and
theirs for him, helped to sustain them all during his illness.
We rejoice in many happy memories and in the communion of
saints.
Thomas Dixon
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South Tyneside Churches’ KEY Project Continued from page 8
shortage of suitable accommodation for young people and KEY has
responded to this challenge.
Five years ago the Church of England had a vicarage overlooking the sea
in South Shields which was surplus to requirements as the clergy numbers
were being reduced. I asked the Bishop of Jarrow if I could have the
house to accommodate young people who did not have a home. The
answer was “yes” and the rest is history.
We opened “Flavia House” as a pilot project and this provides a home
and training for five young people. We give them the skills they need to
run a home of their own. This project was such a success that we set
about raising funds to open a second property. After three years’ hard
work, prayer and determination we managed to obtain a second property
which will house four young people. The property is currently in the
process of being refurbished to the required standards.
There are many reasons why young people end up being homeless and
there has been an increase in 16 and 17 year olds presenting to the
Council, over a third of our residents are under 18 years of age. Family
breakdown, overcrowding and sadly being thrown out at 16 when the
benefits stop are common stories we hear. Homelessness means that
they often become socially isolated, lonely and not knowing where to
turn for help.
Elvet will be raising funds to support young people to find and keep a
home. In particular the money will be used towards setting up the house.
The Fundraising Committee will be visiting KEY in the near future so that
they can see some of the work we do.
The Project launch is on Sunday 28th September following our Harvest
Festival Service – come and find out more about this year’s project and
our fundraising plans.
If any members or church groups would like to organise a little
fundraising event e.g. coffee morning, open garden, strawberry teas, etc.
that would be great. I hope that you will be able to support the Elvet
Project this coming year.
Thank you.
Jean Burnside
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cradle ROLL BIRTHDAYS
September

13th Mia Porter (Elvet)
26th Abigail Conley (Elvet)
and Lola Hauxwell-Lee (Elvet)

October

12th Leo Moody (Elvet)
17th Oscar Scott (Elvet)

November

14th Elizabeth Ward (Elvet)

JUNIOR CHURCH,BIRTHDAYS
September

10th Jack Evans (Elvet)
11th John Phillips (Elvet)
28th Matthew Powell (Elvet)

October

27th Poppy Thompson (Elvet)
31st Nathan Russell Kelly (Elvet)

November

5th Thomas Churchill (Elvet)
7th Elizabeth Thompson (Elvet)
Happy Birthday

2014 Elvet Communion Collections
February

Durham Otters

£ 95.36

March

Life Association & Mission Arulangam £ 84.55

April

Global Action UK

£151.88

May

Christian Aid

£ 97.00

June

Durham Food Bank

£133.00
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Elvet
Communion Collections
Please give generously.
Thank you, once again, for your generosity and
support. (The amounts raised between February
and June this year are on the previous page.)
Upcoming communion donations will be given to the following charities:

In September we will be collecting for the Cedarwood Trust
This is a community development charity working on the Meadow Well
Estate of North Tyneside. This is a community full of untapped energy and
creativity which is hampered by the levels of poverty and income deprivation
it experiences. We believe that the community have the resources themselves
to make a lasting difference and we work to raise confidences and aspirations
in order to change lives.
Much of our work is focused upon those experiencing the highest levels of
poverty including over 60's and young families.
The Meadow Well Estate is often seen, from the outside, in negative terms,
particularly relating to income deprivation and poverty - these are major
challenges for us all at the Cedarwood Trust but we aim to also celebrate all
that is good within the Meadow Well Estate.
In October we will be collecting for NEPACS
NEPACS is a long-standing charity in the north east of England building
bridges for prisoners, their families and the community. The society supports
and assists prisoners, families and friends of prisoners in their visits to the
prison and helps children visiting relatives in prison to feel welcome and find
the experience as pleasant as possible. The society also relieves hardship due
to the poverty of some offenders and their families and supports the
education and training of offenders to help in their rehabilitation.
As usual in November we will be collecting for the Royal British Legion
This UK charity provides financial, social and emotional support to millions
who have served and are currently serving in the Armed Forces, and their
dependents. They are one of the UK's largest membership organizations and
recognized as custodians of Remembrance. They also run the annual Poppy
Appeal. They help serving and ex-Service personnel and their families. Not
just those who fought in the two World Wars, but also those involved in the
many conflicts since 1945 and those still fighting today. They provide
welfare services, campaign on a range of issues affecting Service people.
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Kwagala Trust
Thank you hardly seems “enough to say”
Thank you, ELVET, again and again and again.
Over £27,000 raised for the Kwagala project
Handover of the money will be during the service
on 21st September.

=========================================
THE WEEK AT FRAMWELLGATE MOOR
Sundays

10.30 am

Morning Worship

Tuesdays

10.00 am

Prayer Meeting

Thursdays 10 - 11am Dance Fusion
Framwellgate’s Church Hall is rented out during the week for exercise
classes.
Why not visit their website for details? - especially if you live in the area.
http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=236

THE WEEK IN BOWBURN
Sundays

10.30 am

Wednesdays 2 - 3 pm
Thursdays

9.00 am
5.30 pm
7.15 pm

Morning Worship
Prayer & Fellowship Meeting
last Weds of month.
* “Drop-in”
* Brownies
(Contact: Karen Heron 07921377321)
* Guides
(Contact Rosalind [Ros] Waites 0191 377 9995)
* term-time only

http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?
page_id=10
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THE WEEK AT NORTH ROAD
Sun 10.30 am Morning Worship
Tues 10.00- 1.30 (fortnightly) Craftworks with Mannas light lunch
Thurs 9.30-11.30
* Messy Mornings
Fri

11.00- 1.30

Mannas - Food and Friendship every Friday

Sat

(second Saturday) Coffee Morning
9.00- 10.15

(third Saturday) Men’s Breakfast
* term-time only
http://www.northroadmethodist.org.uk/

THE WEEK AT ELVET
Sun

8.30 a.m.
10.45 a.m.
6.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

Second Sunday, Holy Communion
Morning Service & Junior Church, including Crèche
Evening Worship
MethSoc (term-time)

Mon

2.00 p.m. Prayer Meeting (2nd & 4th Mon)
5.30 p.m. Rainbows (Girls 5-7 yrs.) at St.. Oswald’s
5.45 p.m. Brownies (Girls 7-10 yrs) at St. Oswald’s
6.00 p.m. Cubs (Open Group) [Boys and Girls 8-10½ yrs.]
7.30 p.m. Guides (Girls 10-14 yrs.) at St. Oswald’s
7.30 p.m. Explorers (Open Group) [Mixed 14½-18 yrs.]
7.45 p.m. House Group at Newton Hall (alternate weeks)
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides contact number 372 1786

Tue

10.15 a.m. Halliday Grove House Group (alternate weeks)
5.30 p.m. Beavers (Open Group) [Boys and Girls 6-8]
7.10 p.m. Scouts (Open Group) [Boys and Girls10½-14½]

Wed

12 noon Lunch Stop ALL welcome (roughly equates with term-time)
2.00 p.m. Women's Fellowship (1st & 3rd weeks)

Thurs 10.00 a.m. Arts & Crafts Workshop
7.30 p.m. Thursday Club for All (alternate weeks)
http://www.elvet-church.org.uk/
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ELVET, NORTH ROAD, FRAMWELLGATE MOOR and
BOWBURN METHODIST CHURCHES
Ministers
Rev Shaun Swithenbank B.Sc.
Tel: 384 8755
and
Deacon Annette Sharp
Tel: 373 7446

DON’T FORGET
Copy for the December - February Magazine
should reach Jackie Fielding by

26th October
via the pocket in the rear entrance hall at Elvet,
by phone on Durham 384 7305
or by e-mail at fielding@durhamcity.org.uk
Alternatively, those at Shincliffe and Bowburn can contact
Liz Atkinson on 01388 329437.
Those at North Road can contact Martin Wright.
Those at Framwellgate Moor can contact Eileen Maughan.
eileenmaughan@yahoo.co.uk

