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A letter from our Minister
Dear Friends,
Romans 12:1-8
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-- what
is good and acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one
body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function,
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members
one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

I was approached in my first few weeks in England by a school
teacher asking if she could arrange a class visit to my church in
Bailgate, Lincoln. It was on her curriculum to visit a non-conforming
church. Now enjoying the freedoms and maybe deluded grandness of
what being American means, I had no idea she was speaking about
non-conformity with a state church. We had no such animal. In
America there is a strict separation between church and state. There is
also a desire in each church to show its strength/importance.
Methodism is connected across the world. I misinterpreted nonconforming with free and independent. I said, “But we have a book of
discipline which binds all Methodist churches to conforming to
certain values and principles. Many are vague enough to be
interpreted in different ways but I would not call us non-conformist.”
Ignorant, wet behind the ears American.
Not being conformed to this world is Pauline advice that usually
resonates with all Methodist members. I learned about nonconformity over time. We may differ in how we define the world
which Paul tells us not to conform to, but for sure we don’t like being
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told what to do. We have different world views. We have meetings
and more meetings and votes and frustrations with the outcomes and
more meetings and more meetings and an attempt to reverse the
original vote and…
Being transformed by the renewing of the mind, we have different
stories. Sometimes the churches have a mutually shared vision for
change and amazing things happen. Most times we struggle to upset
the preferences and comforts that have been found in our churches
“normal” practices and transformation is difficult. It depends on
minds being renewed. Often our minds are fixed.
Discerning what is the will of God is tremendously difficult. When
people claim the authority of such knowledge, they are often usurping
God’s power to their own end. Being truly clear of mind and human
motivations is a hard ask. We sometimes get evidence God’s hand is
in on change. It is easier to accept when transformation comes outside
of our control.
I believe God’s hand is in on the change we face. I think we have
learned many things from the perspective lockdown gave and to come
out of it cautiously and safely has given us reason to also consider
ways of improving our chances to build growing churches. The key
problem we are facing is there are too many jobs landing on too few
shoulders. Some of our leaders will likely feel uncomfortable to return
to a gathered church. We have new guidelines involving extra
cleaning that we need to ensure is happening after every use of our
building. Some leader will need eyes on this work if not the one being
asked to do it. That’s more jobs landing on even fewer shoulders
unless we transform.
The Circuit Leadership Team is diligently working to try and help our
churches to transform. CLT is proposing a new alignment of
ministers to churches that it believes will improve its mission
potential. Several proposals are being made; it will be the Circuit
Meeting’s decision about its preferred way to organize the Circuit.
That is the appropriate meeting to make those decisions.
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The CLT are working from a premise that coming together gives us
the best chance at freeing people to be able to work with an open
mind. Not to say minds are closed, but if you are juggling multiple
jobs to keep the doors open, it is often difficult to see beyond the next
task. Together we will work in different areas of ministry to advance
how we best use property, finance, ensure diversity in worship, define
our mission objectives and keep us safe. Ideally, we will do this from
defined Pastoral Groups working towards being One Church on
multiple sites. It will take Church Councils to affirm the latter. We
will have the chance to try before you buy.
The church is the Pauline one body. Decline has made for a system of
decreasing folk to keep the parts moving. If we consolidate and get
more people around each part, each function, we believe we have a
better chance at keeping the body moving forward and Covid free.
Anyone on the CLT will welcome a conversation about any of this. I
will continue to be open to any conversation you want to have.
I know that to win wide support for potential transformation, for
change, is not realistic. In the main folk prefer to hold on to what is
most known and comfortable for as long as we can. Making a policy
at Circuit Level and asking individual churches to comply is not really
the way we typically do things, we are non-conforming, that teacher
was right and I was wrong. I am hoping to convince you that trying to
regain what we had before lockdown is returning to a system that has
been in decline for decades. Let’s mix things up, construct a new way
of being church with more parts to build with. Let’s give ourselves the
best chance to not only come out of lockdown safely but also to build
the body well. The church is a representation of Christ to our
community and we want to find new and creative ways determined by
you in each pastoral grouping to share Christ with the people that
have not yet come to know him. Let’s not accept conforming to the
patterns of expected decline; instead let’s risk transformation into the
Body of Christ our community most needs.

God bless you
Rev. John
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WORSHIP
There are proposals to re-open some of our churches for worship at
some point in September. At the time of going to press, I do not have
an exact date.
I trust many readers have found amazing online resources for
worship. Worship leaders both lay and ordained have been working
very hard to create ways for us to be together, apart.
For those without Internet, I’ll just repeat the information about
phoneline worship resources which I first gave in the last issue (in
larger print because it’s important!)

If you don’t have or prefer not to use the Internet,
Bishop Auckland Methodist Church has a “Circuit
Worship Phoneline”. Just ring 01388 436815 to
hear a sermon on the week’s lectionary readings.
I’ve tried, it’s good!
Or, ring 0800 804 8044 for Daily Hope, a free
phoneline of hymns, reflections and prayers.

Use Elvet and North Road Facebook pages
to access up-to-date information and
Revd John’s weekly reflections.
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Vernon Armitage
21st May 1932 - 12th December 2019

Vernon first came to Durham in September 1959, to lecture in
Mathematics and to be one of the first tutors at the newly opened
Grey College. Though he was a member of the Church of England,
soon after he settled in, he made a point of attending Harvest
Festival at Elvet. He wanted to revisit his Methodist roots: Vernon’s
father was a fine Methodist local preacher in Rothwell near Leeds,
and together with his wife sang in the Chapel choir, gave hospitality
to visiting preachers, looked after the manse and the Chapel, and
generally helped to run everything there. As a student at University
College London, Vernon had lived in Methodist International House,
thanks to a recommendation from his aunt, who was Matron of a
Methodist Home for the Aged in Harrogate. There he had shared
rooms with lifelong friend David Bartholomew, a fellow
mathematician and railway enthusiast who later became a
Methodist local preacher, and an adviser to the Methodist Assembly.
Vernon and David each had a term as President of MethSoc., and
regularly went together to hear Donald Soper and Leslie
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Weatherhead speak on subjects from politics to science and religion.
It was at Elvet that Vernon spotted a man wearing an Old Salopian
tie. Vernon had briefly taught at Shrewsbury School and quickly
made friends with the wearer, Roger Anstey, a lecturer in History at
the University. Both men were railway enthusiasts, and Vernon spent
many happy hours playing with the model railway in Hastings
Avenue, which ran round Avril and Roger’s bed! Thanks to Roger,
Vernon also met Laurie Clay, the Property Steward at Elvet, and
Phyllis his wife, who sang in the choir, arranged the flowers and was
a stalwart of the Women’s Afternoon Meeting. The Clays needed
someone to tutor their young daughter Susan in Mathematics, and
one weekend they approached Vernon about it. As it happened,
their elder daughter Sadie was home from College in Leeds. Sadie
and Vernon became friends, and a few years later, in 1963, they
were married.
The wedding was at Elvet, conducted by the Minister, the Reverend
George Underwood, assisted by his predecessor the Reverend
Raymond Short, who had recently left Elvet to start a TV Programme
called ‘Songs of Praise’. One of the first programmes was filmed at
Elvet, and everyone really enjoyed the event. Ray Short had started
House Groups at Elvet and Vernon and Sadie attended them. Their
first son, Mark, was baptised at Elvet.
After leaving Durham for University jobs in London and Nottingham,
Vernon and his family, Sadie, Mark, and Nicholas, who was baptised
at Surbiton Methodist Church, returned to Durham in 1975 so that
Vernon could take up the post of Principal at the two merging
Colleges of St Hild and Bede College.
Vernon delighted in supporting students, in giving them confidence
and helping them through their difficulties whether academic or
personal, and was at ease in their company; in his speeches and
newsletters for the Old Students he spoke often of ‘the College
Family.’ He was deeply touched when they named the College Bar
‘The Vernon Arms’ (or more colloquially ‘The Vern’) after him.
Although Hild-Bede was no longer an independent Church College,
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he tried to keep the distinctive ethos and traditions of the two old
Colleges alive. He also loved pursuing his Mathematical research and
teaching in the Mathematics Department, which he continued to do
after his retirement from the College in 1997 after twenty-two years.
He taught well into his eighties, and loved every minute of it. After
retirement, Vernon and Sadie worshipped at Elvet and have enjoyed
much friendship, comfort and love from everyone. When Vernon
started to lose his memory and his hearing, he could no longer
attend the evening service at Elvet, and he missed it very much; but
he enjoyed reading out loud at home, and hymns, psalms and Bible
stories were his favourite choices. His funeral service was taken from
the 1936 Methodist Book of Offices.
The wonderful tributes from so many students and friends that
Vernon made during his life have sustained all those who mourn his
passing, and he will be remembered with love and gratitude as a
gentleman and a man of great principle.
++++++++++++++++++++++++
Northern Saints Trails

The Northern Saints Trails website of interesting walks round our region
connected to our various local saints should have been launched as part
of a “Visit Durham” initiative in March. In fact, the website was opened
on 24th July: www.northernsaints.com.
I have certainly noticed the waymark signs when I have been out and
about walking locally – perhaps you have, too.
Each trail has a name: the Ways of Life, Light, Learning, Love, the Sea –
and the Angel’s Way all feature.
Why not look at the website and check out what’s local to you? Or even
go for a drive and explore a little further afield?
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The 2020 Lambeth Awards for outstanding contributions to
the Church and wider society.
In total, 32 awards were this year given to people from across the
Church and beyond, in fields including evangelism, the Religious
life, safeguarding, ecumenism, theology and interfaith relations.
The awards are usually presented at a ceremony at Lambeth
Palace, which this year had to be cancelled due to Covid-19.
Archbishop Justin Welby said: “This is the fifth year of the Lambeth
Awards, and I am constantly impressed and humbled by the work
that recipients have accomplished.”
This year's recipients include our own Dick Watson who has
received the Thomas Cranmer Award for Worship for his
unparalleled contribution to the study and promotion of the use of
our heritage of hymnody in Christian worship.
Professor Richard Watson is internationally regarded as the UK’s
leading hymnologist who, by his study, writing, lecturing and
personal support has maintained and increased the knowledge and
appreciation of our heritage of hymns in Christian worship. He has
served as a member of the Archbishops’ Commission on Church
Music (1988-92), Vice-President of the Charles Wesley Society
(1994-2003) and as Honorary Vice-President of the Hymn Society of
Great Britain and Ireland. He is a fellow of the Royal School of
Church Music, and of the Hymn Society in the United States and
Canada. He is the author of many publications on English literary
figures, amongst them Milton, Wordsworth, Hopkins, Larkin, Gaskell
and others. He was lecturer in the English departments at the
Universities of Glasgow (1962-66) and Leicester (1966-78), moving
to Durham as Professor of English, 1978-99; Public Orator, 1989-99;
and Emeritus Professor since 1999: his inaugural lecture (1981) was,
significantly, entitled The Victorian Hymn. Professor Watson is,
indeed, an acknowledged authority in the field of hymnody, a
distinction fully confirmed with the publication of The English Hymn,
a Critical and Historical Study (Clarendon Press, 1997), followed
soon after his retirement by An Annotated Anthology of Hymns
(Oxford, 2002) and Awake My Soul: Reflections on Thirty Hymns
(SPCK, 2005). His outstanding contribution in this field since then
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must be his editorship, over almost twenty years of his ‘retirement’, of
the online Canterbury Dictionary of Hymnology, the successor to
Julian’s 1892 Dictionary of hymnology – a task which had come to be
regarded as impossible and an endeavour in which he has been the
moving spirit.
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/news/latest-news/archbishop-canterbury-announces-2020-lambeth-awards-recipients

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
FAVOURITE HYMNS.
‘Songs of Praise’ recently played the nations’ ten
favourite hymns.
Fill in with your three favourites and compare with
those chosen.
Answers on page 15.
1.
2.
3.
4. Dear Lord and Father.
5. Abide with me.
6. I vow to thee my country.
7. Guide me o though Great Redeemer.
8. Amazing Grace.
9. Be Still.
10. I the Lord of sea and sky.
More fun with hymns on Page 23.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Elvet Annual Project, Mary’s Meals.
Although the past few months have caused a halt to fundraising the
project was able to raise a significant sum to aid the work of the charity
Mary’s Meals. In April we forwarded £5k to the charity and we recently
sent a further £10,300 which had been raised. The total of £15,300 was
a tremendous achievement in view of circumstances.
Put into perspective this will feed 1,100 children for a school year and a
pound to spare.
Many thanks to all who helped in organising events or contributing in any
way, it is much appreciated and will make a difference.
A letter of appreciation has been received and is on the notice board in
hall.
Thanks, Valerie and Christine.
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Join the Link
Dear Friends,
How are you reading me? (The correct answer is not “With
difficulty”.) I have decided to print paper copies of our magazine
once again. But perhaps you prefer to read an online edition. Some
readers can enlarge the print to a more comfortable size if they
read online. But, again, some readers have no internet access and
therefore rely on a hard copy of The Link. I’d be glad to know if
having the last copy of The Link mainly available as an online
resource was better for you, or worse. My contact details are, as
always, available on the back page of the magazine.
Another thing to consider: Do we want a prayer page? A reader has
emailed suggestions for prayers, Sunday by Sunday, to help us
reflect on the needs and issues of Durham and Deerness Valley. Go
to page XX to see what I have produced in response to her idea. If
you like the idea of a weekly prayer focus, perhaps you would be so
kind as to send me your own suggestions for prayers to take us
through from December to February.
Blessings. Stay safe.

Jackie
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During the Covid-19 period, neither Baptisms
nor wedding ceremonies have been possible.
FUNERALS
Our condolences to the family and friends of

9th June
Doreen BRAMWELL (Elvet)
1st July John FARISH (Elvet)
3rd August Audrey GOURD (Elvet)
…………………
Here are the answers from page 10., FAVOURITE HYMNS
The top 3 hymns in the “Songs of Praise” survey:
1. Jerusalem
2. How Great Thou Art.
3. In Christ alone.
The reader who created this quiz from the survey information
jestingly wondered where ‘Lord for the years’ came in the rankings!
Enjoy.
.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.

“Out of the mouths …”
Prayers
When my daughter was young, she was glad to say her prayers, but
she always worried whether God would know which little girl she
was. One night after the usual ‘Amen’, she dropped her head upon her
pillow and closed her eyes. After a moment she said, “Lord! This
prayer comes from 203 Seldon Ave. I’ll get you the postcode
tomorrow.”
Lead us not...
I had been teaching my three-year old daughter the Lord’s Prayer. For
several evenings at bedtime, she would repeat after me the lines from
the prayer. Finally, she decided to go solo. I listened with pride as she
carefully enunciated each word, right up to the end of the prayer:
“Lead us not into temptation,” she prayed, “but deliver us some
e-mail. Amen”

~ 13 ~

Methodist Memories
The first church I attended was at High Downs
It was in one of the Northeast’s small colliery towns
Today nothing remains of the building or grounds.
However, the Methodist memories they live on
Through every prayer and through every song.
Of my time at the church there’s things I remember
From the Sunday school before becoming a member
To my wedding in the month which follows September.
In Sunday school there was a song we would sing
During the collecting in of our offering ‘Hear the pennies dropping, listen while they fall,
Every one for Jesus, He shall have them all.’
Then we were told Bible stories in the church hall.
To celebrate the Sunday school Anniversary
Each child recited a piece from memory.
Every year my mother would make me a new frock
It was very pretty for she knew how to smock
The outfit was finished off with patent shoe and white sock.
Afterwards there would be a presentation
Of books which were given to mark the occasion.
In the vicinity stood a church named Union Street
It was where the Boys Brigade chose to meet.
One of my brothers joined the Brigade
And played the bugle in the church parade.
One year High Downs Church booked a trip to the sea
My friend and her family accompanied me.
The return journey I remember most vividly.
My friend and I arrived too late to board the train
Luckily, my friend’s mother to our rescue came
For out came her purse through an open window pane.
Whenever I remember that lady who saved us just in time
I think of Our Dear Lord for He will always be our lifeline.
Janet Ball Copyright 08/06/20
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A message from Grace Haven, the orphanage in Myanmar (Burma)
which was Elvet’s project in 2015-16.

A lady and her brother contacted Elvet to find out about giving a
donation to Grace Haven. Thanks to our contacts, £1,000 has been
handed over – the gift is particularly important at this time of
pandemic restrictions. Fred Farley, who with his wife, Ma Lay, runs
the orphanage, wrote to his Elvet contacts, “Strangely when we are
down, God sends his angels to reward us for doing His work.”
He continues: “Now we have 1000 sterling in the bank ready to
combat any problems relating to our food and after school tuition
expenses.
“At this given time, we have struggled to plant one third of our 2.5
acres of rice paddy, we are desperately short of rain where some parts
of Asia are flooded. Climate change is our greatest enemy so we have
to prepare.
“We have 75 children here at the moment whose poor parents, single
parent or no parent have to be supported by us from whatever saving
we can use because this dreaded virus has prohibited the movement of
farm work and fruit picking to support their families. This results in
no income from those seeking employment.
“We have only 6 deaths here from this virus and those who are sick
are healed without too much problem. Myanmar, like Vietnam and
Cambodia, acted early with the lockdown and saved hundreds,
probably thousands of lives.
“Stay safe, stay away from the risk of Covid.”
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A poem contributed by a reader.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

If you wake up in the morning,
And your path seems dark and drear
You feel you won’t get through the day
Without a sigh or tear,
You think your nerves are going to snap
And everything seems wrong,
You’ve forgotten how to smile
Or praise the Lord in song,
Just pause for one brief moment
And bow your head in prayer
Then ask the Lord to undertake
And banish every care.
No problem is too great for Him
There’s nothing He can’t do
For Jesus specialises
In understanding you.
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PRAYER DIARY
A reader has seen a week by week prayer diary in
MEMO, a magazine for Methodists in Middlesbrough.
She has suggested that we, too, should have regular
topics for particular prayer in our circuit. I’m
giving it a go. Would other readers like to submit
prayers requests for Durham and Deerness Valley?
My contact details are on the back page of this (and
every) Link magazine.
We pray for:

September
6th Our ministers and deacon, as they reorganise the heavy
workload which they share with each other;
13th The projected reorganisation of our circuit into Pastoral Groups
(See Rev. John’s letter, pages 2-4);
20th Work with children and young people throughout the circuit,
thanking God for our youth leaders’ commitment and care.
What can I, reading this, do to help forward God’s work
amongst young people?
27th Those waiting for appointments and operations, especially those
who have had their treatment postponed because of the corona
virus emergency;
October
4th Students returning, or coming for the first time, to Durham
University; our own young people moving into further or higher
education; leaving home will be more than unusually stressful
this year.
11th Our prisons, both the prisoners and the prison officers.
11th-17th October is Prisons Week; you can find a prayer for
each day of this week at prisonsweek.org;
18th Our pastoral visitors and, indeed, all of us for keeping in touch
with each other, thus keeping up our own and fellow
congregation members’ spirits during this time when we
cannot gather together as we would wish;
25th Those who have been bereaved; those who have experienced
funeral services where the comforting arm could not be
extended, even to the few people who were allowed to attend;
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November
1st The Chinese church in the North-East of England, for its
members and leaders;
8th Our hospital, known to us all as Dryburn, whatever the powers
that be might choose to call it, thanking God for the work of all
the staff there, especially the cleaners;
15th Our local preachers and worship leaders; for their creativity and
imagination, helping our ordained ministers in preparing new
ways of worship;
22nd Our ecumenical partners – St Aidan’s at Framwellgate Moor,
Christ the King at Bowburn, St Cuthbert’s RC and St Oswald’s
in the Elvet group and Waddington Street URC who work with
North Road.
29th Those who live alone; loneliness and feeling left out are daily
realities for them; dear Lord, help us to feel and show
compassion.
We ask all our prayers in Jesus’ name. AMEN
###########################

Cradle Roll Birthdays
September

7th
23rd

Kyan FARRIER (Elvet)
Olivia Davidson-Brown (Elvet)

JUNIOR CHURCH BIRTHDAYS
September 11th

John Phillips (Elvet)

October

Oscar Scott (Elvet)

17th

November 13th
22nd

Sophia Bissell (Elvet)
Sarah SCOTT (Elvet)
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Reflections on coming out of lockdown
by Alison Ainslie

It can be strange as to the thoughts that emerge in one’s brain,
sometimes picking up on things and perceptions going way
back in our life stories. Maybe I have been quite recently
looking for a word, a resonance with the situation we are in
and what might speak to me as a Worship Leader and shape
my perspective on our emergence from lockdown when that
comes. What came to me was Sydney Carter’s hymn “Lord of
the dance”, which has been a part of my consciousness from
my youth. An aspect of the experience and the isolation of
lockdown for me is that I have on occasion been startled by
things. No sooner had I started to mull over in my brain what
might be taken from “Lord of the dance” for our situation
than part of a paper was forwarded to me, giving
consideration to the process of coming out of lockdown.
Amazingly this part of the paper dealing with coming out of
lockdown was entitled “Learning how to dance”. It seems that
perhaps the direction of my musings are shared by others.
When Sydney Carter wrote “Lord of the dance” he drew on
thinking about Shiva in the Hindu eastern mystic tradition.
Shiva in that tradition is the Lord of the dance. The dance is
the expression of the creative, sustaining energy of Shiva. The
dance is both creative and draws all creation into the flux of
its rhythms and mood. All of existence is drawn into a great
dance of life. I wonder how much any of us might think of the
experience of lockdown we have been living through, as a
dance might be questionable. The depressed mood, fractured,
dislocated, disjointed degeneration we see all around us might
also reflect our own personal experience. As a consequence,
we might not automatically think of ourselves as being a part
of a dance. Yet the great dance of life incorporates even our
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lockdown world. If you think of dance solely as an expression
of beauty and joy, you might struggle to see what we are
going through in terms of dance. But many dances are not
simply expressions of beauty or joy; they may contain parts
which deeply touch upon the pathos of life, may be jangled,
disjointed or depressed. Beauty may hardly seem an
appropriate description of much dance which touches upon
such life experiences, yet dance owns these life experiences
and will often weave them into a bigger whole. Dance is
nearly always complex. While the predominant mood of a
phase in the dance may be muted, there may be other
movements going on simultaneously. I am sure we will all
have our own reminiscences of lockdown, those things that in
our altered state touched us, sometimes very simple yet
profound. On Easter Saturday I was startled by the beauty of a
dandelion in the freshness of spring.
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On another occasion in the quietness of the lockdown
riverbank I glimpsed a heron and, in that moment, I had the
very rare sense of the sheer wildness of my surroundings, that
I had touched in that experience something primal, was aware
of the privilege of having entered upon the heron’s territory. I
think for many also there has been a rediscovery of a sense of
our humanity and a genuine rediscovery of the importance of
others. There may be other things going on that we may
hardly be aware of, like the cleaner air that we are all
breathing due to our lesser activity, and the positive impact
that will be having for our health. Within the depressed,
disjointed phase of our dance, there will be these other notes
present bringing hints of the possibility of profounder
transformation, alongside the crisis of our lockdown world.
As these thoughts were emerging in my mind, I continued
with my regular Bible reading programme. And what I found
happening at some points was that God seemed to emerge
dancing from the pages. I found God to be in dynamic
interaction with creation and with us. I mused about this. It
might come as a surprise to many that the theology that has
come to us from the formative period of the 3rd to the 5th
century was built around ideas of God being incapable of
suffering or emotion and unchangeable (the impassibility and
immutability of God) and that the impassibility and
immutability of God is understood to be a key doctrine of
both Judaism and Christianity and indeed it imposed an iron
cage on much theological development in that formative
period. However, I would see this as being primarily due to
the Church in this patristic period too readily buying into
Greek modes of thought, for it was essentially developments
in abstract Greek philosophy and particularly that of the
extremely influential Neoplatonic school of thought, which
understood divine being as being impassible and immutable.
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Some might argue with me that in Exodus 3 Yahweh’s great “I
Am” statement points to the impassibility and immutability of
God. Yet the God of dynamic interaction and exchange I
found within the pages of the Bible is in fact deeply rooted
within ancient Israel’s Yahwehist tradition. Indeed, one
rendering of the “I Am” statement (Exodus 3:14) is “I will be
what I will be”, pointing to the essential dynamism of the
being of God. Indeed, so many passages seem to collapse any
notion of the impassible, unchanging; how on earth, I
wondered, can you fit that notion of God into the Book of
Jonah? So, I see the essential story unfolding in the Bible as
one of dynamic interchange between God and humanity (and
incidentally all creation) and the more I looked at that the
more that interchange seemed to take on a dance-like quality.
In Exodus 3 Moses is drawn by the dancing flames of a
burning bush from which God speaks saying this is holy
ground. In Job 38 God speaks to Job from the swirling
whirlwind, blowing away, upending any limiting notion as to
the being of God; it is Yahweh “I will be what I will be” who
confronts Job. In John’s Gospel the “I Am” statement is
applied to Jesus himself. “I am the resurrection and the life” is
the declaration. Jesus sharing in the very life force of God
would not be held in the clutches of death. Sydney Carter in
his recounting of the dance puts it: “They cut me down and I
leapt up high; I am the life that’ll never, never die; I’ll live in
you if you live in me; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.” At
the resurrection in John’s Gospel the disciples by the
breathing of the risen Christ receive the Holy Spirit. With
Luke the Spirit comes at Pentecost in the swirling of the
whirlwind, filling the entire house with its energy, setting
tongues of fire dancing among the disciples.
What of our dance? Our emerging from lockdown will be a
part of the dance, a phase which will probably express
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considerable complexity, with a mass of mixed feelings and
emotions, hopes and fears. We will probably carry some pain,
some wound from our lockdown situation. On emerging we
may need space to look around reconnect, find again those
things that make us, us. I have had my fair share of dislocating
experience and have found that of central importance in
coming through has been the rediscovery of who I am, a
greater knowledge of what makes me, me in all that
complexity and in that process unleashing the potential of
healing of the pains inflicted by life experiences. That has
been central to my ability to move on into a new future,
sometimes a very new, different, exciting future. But to do
that it may well be our experience that we go through what
seems like the pains of childbirth. The dance that emerges,
perhaps slowly and unsteadily, may well have an element of
rediscovery and reconnection of dance steps to what has gone
before, but with growing confidence, the dance picks up speed
and undergoes a transformation into a new phase of its being.
So, the dance will go on and we will all have our part to play.
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1933 Methodist Hymnbook Quiz
First line of hymns

Work out the first line of hymn. For example
P_ _ _ _ _ /M _ /S _ _ _ /T _ _/K _ _ _ /0 _ /H _ _ _ _ _
Praise my soul the king of heaven
No answers this time. Get your hymnbooks out and check them in the index
of first lines. Give yourselves a good sing at the same time – remember, we
won’t be allowed to sing when communal worship starts again!
1) W_ _ _/A /F _ _ _ _ _ /W _ /H _ _ _ /I _/J _ _ _ _
2) R _ _ _ _ _ _ /T _ _ / L _ _ _/I _ / K _ _ _
3) C _ _ _ _ _ / W _ _ _ _ / G _ _ _ _ / F _ _ _ _ / T _ _ / S _ _ _ _
4) 0/ F _ _ / A /T _ _ _ _ _ _ _ / T _ _ _ _ _ _ / T _ / S _ _ _
5) F _ _ _ _ /T _ _ / G _ _ _ / F _ _ _ _ /W _ _ _ / A _ _ /T _ _ / M _ _ _ _
6) L _ _ _ /K _ _ _ _ _ / L _ _ _ _ /A _ _ _ /T _ _ /E _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ /G _ _ _ _
7) H _ _ _ _ /0 _ /T _ _ /N _ _ _ _ /R _ _ _ _ _ _
8) I _ _ _ _ _ _ _ / I _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ / G _ _ / O _ _ Y / W _ _ _
9) T _ _ / K _ _ _/ 0 _ / L _ _ _ / M _ /S _ _ _ _ _ _ _ /I _
10)A _ _ /H _ _ _ / T _ _ / P _ _ _ _ / 0 _ / J _ _ _ _ / N _ _ _
11) T _ _ _ / M _ / L _ _ _ / A _ _ / L _ _ / I _ / B _
12) 0 / L _ _ _ /T _ _ _ /W _ _ _ / N _ _ /L _ _ /M _/G _
13) C _ _ _ _ _ / T _ _ /L _ _ _ /I _ /R _ _ _ _ / T _ _ _ _
14) C _ _ _ _ / H _ _ / W _ _ _ / M _ _ _ / C _ _ _ _ _

~ 24 ~

Professor James (Jimmy) D.G. Dunn
Professor Jimmy Dunn died, aged 80, on 26 June 2020. Jimmy was
well known to many of us because of his work, witness and worship for
the Methodist Church in this Circuit.
He came to Durham in 1982 as Professor of Divinity (from 1990,
Lightfoot Professor of Divinity), and retired in 2003.
Jimmy was one of the foremost New Testament scholars of his
generation, a towering figure in the study of the New Testament and
early Christianity; his worldwide reputation was pivotal in making
Durham an international centre of excellence in the field of New
Testament Studies. He was elected a Fellow of the British Academy in
2006.
He was closely involved with St John’s College during his time in
Durham. His leadership there saw the creation and growth of the Wesley
Study Centre which became the most popular centre for Methodist
training in the UK. Just months before his death, he gifted his
theological library to St John’s and some 3000 books will be integrated
into their new Learning and Resource Centre.
The current Principal of St John’s, Revd Professor David Wilkinson
writes, ‘Jimmy was an enthusiastic supporter and a key leader in the life
and development of this College. We owe a huge amount to Jimmy and
Meta – their inspiration and their generosity. On a personal level, this is
the passing of a lifelong friend and mentor. I first met Jimmy and Meta in
a housegroup in the local Methodist church while I was a student. Jimmy
then became my mentor as I took my first faltering steps as a Methodist
local preacher. He was instrumental with David Day in bringing me to St
John’s. During my time as Principal he was a source of fun,
encouragement and faith. He taught me of course a huge amount about
the Bible – in particular the theology of the Spirit. I shared with him his
passion for the ministry of lay people. I am deeply impressed by his
humility, his scholarship and his discipleship. He faced his final illness
with that blend of honesty and Christian hope which characterised his
life and work.’
Our thoughts and prayers go to Jimmy’s widow, Meta and their children,
Catrina, David, and Fiona. A thanksgiving service will be held when
conditions allow.
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Colouring in is fashionable and soothing. Here’s a picture for you.
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The information given below does not apply during lockdown. We hope
to return to worship and our other community activities as soon as it is
safe to do so.

THE WEEK AT FRAMWELLGATE MOOR
Sundays 10.30 am Morning Worship
Tuesdays 10.00 am Prayer Meeting
Thursdays 10 - 11am Dance Fusion
Framwellgate’s Church Hall is rented out during the week for exercise
classes.
Why not visit their website for details? - especially if you live in the area.
http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=236

THE WEEK AT NORTH ROAD
Sun 10.30 am
1.00 pm
Mon

Morning Worship
Durham Korean Church

1.30 --3.30 am Blind Life in Durham social group

Tues 10.00 am - 1.30 Craftworks with Mannas light lunch
Craft, friendship and support (fortnightly)
10. am - noon Visually impaired Coffee Morning (monthly)
1.30 - 2.30 pm Smart Support group
3.00 - 4.00 pm Smart Support Group
Wed 10 - 12 noon

Dementia Café (monthly)

Thurs 9.30-11.30 am
10 - 1.00 pm
2.00 - 4 pm
1.00 - 3 pm

Messy Mornings (term-time only)
Birmingham Institute for the Deaf
Birmingham Institute for the Deaf
Hartlepool Mind Support Group Drop-In (weekly)

Fri

10 - 4.00 pm

Birmingham Institute for the Deaf

Sat

9 - 10.15 am Men’s Breakfast (third Saturday)
10 am - 1 pm
Coffee Morning (second Saturday)
11.30 - 1.30 pm Durham City of Sanctuary ‘Drop In’ for Refugees

http://www.northroadmethodist.org.uk/
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THE WEEK IN BOWBURN
Sundays
Wednesdays

10.30 am Morning Worship
2 - 3 pm Prayer & Fellowship Meeting
last Weds of month.
Thursdays
9.00 am * “Drop-in”
5.30 pm * Brownies
(Contact: Karen Heron 07921377321)
7.15 pm * Guides
(Contact Rosalind [Ros] Waites 0191 377 9995)
* term-time only
http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=10

THE WEEK AT ELVET
Sun

8.30 a.m. Second Sunday, Holy Communion
10.45 a.m. Morning Service & Junior Church, including Crèche
2.00 p.m. Worship in Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship
7.00 p.m. MethSoc (term-time)

Mon

2.00 p.m. Prayer Meeting (2nd & 4th Monday)
5.30 p.m. Rainbows (Girls 5-7 yrs.) at St. Oswald’s xx
5.45 p.m. Brownies (Girls 7-10 yrs) at St. Oswald’s
6.00 p.m. Cubs (Open Group) [Boys and Girls 8-10½ yrs.]
7.30 p.m. Guides (Girls 10-14 yrs.) at St. Oswald’s
7.30 p.m. Explorers (Open Group) [Mixed 14½-18 yrs.]
7.45 p.m. Elvet Homegroup (1st and 3rd Monday)
7.45 p.m. Shincliffe House Group (alternate weeks)
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides contact number 372 1786

Tue

10.15 a.m. Ecumenical House Group (alternate Tuesdays)
5.30 p.m. Beavers (Open Group) [Boys and Girls 6-8]
7.10 p.m. Scouts (Open Group) [Boys and Girls10½-14½]

Wed 12 noon

Lunch Stop ALL welcome
(roughly equates with term-time)

Thurs 10.00 a.m. Arts & Crafts Workshop
7.30 p.m. Thursday Club for All (alternate weeks)
http://www.elvet-church.org.uk/
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ELVET, NORTH ROAD, FRAMWELLGATE MOOR and
BOWBURN METHODIST CHURCHES
Ministers
Rev John Squares
Tel: 340 9701
Rev Andy Longe
Tel: 384 1221
Deacon Ruth Lackenby
Tel: 373 7446
DON’T FORGET
Copy for the December - February magazine
should reach Jackie Fielding by

October 27th
via the pocket in the rear entrance hall at Elvet,
by phone on 01388 835201
or by e-mail at fielding@durhamcity.org.uk
Alternatively, those at Shincliffe and Bowburn can contact
Liz Atkinson on 01388 227316.
Those at North Road can contact Martin Wright
Those at Framwellgate Moor can contact Eileen Maughan.
eileenmaughan@yahoo.co.uk

